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PREt^ACE. 

» ., 

A S I did not compile tBe folWiiig 

•*■ ^ Sheets^ with a View either jito Fame 
or Prefit, there is little Occafion to wpdk- 
gize for them by a Prefape, T^e VVaat 
of fuch a Work is but too ^ell knowa to , 
all the thinking Proteftants in this Oouti- 
try, and that is my fdle Inducement for 
publilliing of It, If it anfwers the defirei 
End, I iTiall go to the grave in Peace, fatif^^ 
fied tHit I have not lived altogether in vain. 

That the %cred Oracles contain all 
neceflary religious Truths^ is moft certain^ 
but theSublimity of the Stile, and the many 
figurative and allegorical Turns we meet 
with in the Bible^ make it appear very 
obfcure to young and ignorant Readers. 
There are alio fome Paflages in the Scrip* 
ture, which from the Change of Manners, 
and perhaps defe<ftive Tranflations, may 
as well not be read till wi^ ^u^lv^x.oX^-^^^ 
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of difcretion. A great deal too of what 
(hould be feirly taught requires Explana- 
tions, which unfortunately, thofe who have 
the training up of the Idweft but raoft nu-' 
merous and valuable part of the commu- 
nity, are not always well acquainted with. 

And indeed, it muft be cohfefled, that 
nothing <s morti! -difficult than to find 
MSaril to convey fuch fublime Ideas and 
extenfiv<^Kno\¥ledge in the puerile Lan- 
'guage, and to ground Children fo com- 
pletely in the wholg Orthodox Faith, as to 
defend them agtinft the Seductions of Er- 
ror, without ufmg one Word that is not 
familiar to them : And yet if this ^ not 
carefully attended to, the very be^ In- 
firucS^ions can only embartafs and wea^y 
them, and moft probably ^illmiflead and 
draw them into fome fatal Miftakes. 

The only Merit therefore which this 
Work pretends to, is the Simplicity of the 
Didion. That was what I particularly 
aimed at, and have had theSausfaftion to 
find, by repeated Trials, that It is perfe<aiy 
intelligible to the youngeft Scholars, tho* 
/ ventured g^fadually to raife the expref- 
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ing OF not, and if it apfiears that they 
have not, he- mift again read to them the 
Anlwers as in the Book, till they are per- 
feftly fixed in their Minds. 

*Ajll this may be done in aneafy good 
liufn^red Way^asan Indulgence^and not 
as aTafk. A Ii»re every ©ay will bring 
them^ on as fad as I fhould wifh. For if 
they keep to on^ Chapter a whole Fort- 
night, including any Pfalms or^ Prayers 
arifing from it, they^will be perfeA in thS 
Whole within a Year, which is f )on 
enough. They ought by the End of that 
Time to know. how to re^the^New Tefta* 
ment, if not. It can be read to them, and 
I win venture to fay, it will both pleafe 
and edify them, after they have been fo 
prepared. . . I fuppofe it is unneceiTary to 
caution fuch Mafte^s as are difpofed to 
©bferve the foregoing Dire<ftions, that 
they muft take Care before they teach 
every new Leflbn, to know whether'the 
Children remember the Subftance of all 
the preceding Ones. This is very eaflly 
done in the Way of Converfation, and by 
trying whpth^r they retain the Titles of 
each Chapter in their regular Succeifion^ 
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jiAviNO nowr I tope, fufficiently e*' 
phined theJnteniioiiaQcl yfe of this iittle 
Piece, I ihaU i% Concluiion, only add 
thus muchr 



^ift 



*jThat I fhipk it abfolutely neceflary 
for us ftofe%nts, who are in a Country, 
^, where Jftie Majority are Roman Catho- 
licksf, toguawour youngPeople againft' 
the Pains that may be taken by the Popijk 
Clergy to. cofivert them to their Faith, 
and I do not know any better Preferva- 
tive than :tb qpiake them acquainted with 
the one Religion and the other, and the 
Sources fipm whence they are derived. 

In fo doing, I hope I fliall give no Of- 
fence to any Party, as I mean none. Being 
■ fully convinced, that my own Religion is 
theJrueOne; I wifh to propagate it, and 
the moft tenacious Roman Catholick will 
furely not blame me for that, becaufe he 
does the fame. I have ever lived In per- 
fe^.Peace and Charity with all who are 
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f This Book. wa$ originally defigned for tlie Ufe- 
of the Charity Schools in /r;/an</, when it was firff> 
priijjpd. 
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of that Communion. I haire a fineer© 
Friendfhipfbrfome among them, and the 
worft that my JJeart diSates towards any 
of them with Regard ^o ReligEousiMac- 
ters, is what Su Paul faia to Agrippa^ 
" I ^ould to God, that they were* not 
** almoft, but altoge|hei; as I^jjnp." -" 



M I Think myfcif obKged in fome Degree.^ 
to add, that lince the forflher Publication, 
a fpurious Edition has, . I find, been 
printed by a Clergyman (a total Stranger 
to me) in his own Name^ with a few Af- 
terations and-Additions : An Whidh muti- 
lated State, I can have^o Obje<9tion, to 
the Reverend Gentleman's taking the 
Honor of it to himfclf i iincflje fiti^^ it 
cojaveaient^ ; ^ 
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C H A P. I. 

'Itie Creation. 

^3e09CgE find by the firft Chapter of the 
S w©>Book of Genefis^ which is the 
3gCMM19C J^^g^naing of the Holy Bible, 
^' that G(A Almighty made the 
Worid in fix Days, He made the Sun, 
Moofli Birds^ Beafls and Fiilies, and he 
alfo made%he firft Man. He formed him 
out of Clay, then breathed into his N6f- 
trils the Breath of Life, and called him 
jidanty and gave him Power over every 
Thing upon Earth. 

The ieventh Day he refied from his 
Works and commanded it to be kept holy 
foe ever, which is one of \W ^'^^^^v^^h^ 
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we go to Church every Sunday and make 
it a Holy Day, 



Sluef. Who has the greateft Power ? 

Anf. God. For he made every Thing, 
can do what he pleafes, and there is none 
•can refift him, 

^ M^ho has the greateft Goodnefs ? 

A. God* For*he gave us Life, and all 
we have* He keeps us from all Harm, 
arid loves us as long as wft.endeavour to 

be like him in Goodnefs, 

■I- 

■f 

C H A i». II. 
The Fall of Man,. „ 

jT^ OD Almighty put Adam into a fine 
^^ Garden,, called Paradiff, ox the Garv 
den of Eden; and God faid^ Man ihould 
not be alone, he would make a Gompa* 
nion for him; fo he caufed Adam to fall 
into a found Sleep thai he might not feel 
spy Pain ; then took one of his Ribs and 
msd(^ a Woman #f it. He gave this Wo- 
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man to Alam to be his Wife, who loved 
her exceedingly, and called h«r Eve^ 

Our kind Creator, being all Goodnefs^ • 
and defirous to make us happy, gave 
jidam and Eve every Thing, except one 
Tree which flood in the Middle of the 
Garden* He forbad them to touch the 
Fruit of that Tree, and told, them if they 
did touch it, they (hould die. 

They liVed very happy in that Garden • 
for fome Time. They eat 6ne Fruit, they 
gathered pretty.Flowers; anihad nothing 
to trbuble them, becaufe they were Good 
and Innocent. They might h:ive been 
there ftiH even to this Day^ and we with 
them, if they had not oifended our good 
God, and brought Dearh upon themfelves^ . 
and upon all that belonged to them, by 
eating fome of the Fruit of the Tree ^i 
Knowledge, which God had forbad them ■ 
to tafte. Howdo you think this happened ? 
Why by hearkening to bad Advice. That 
pvilSpirit,calIed the Devil, came toEve, . 
in the Shape of a certain Beaft, called a 
Serpent. He, for the Sake of Mifchief, . 
pprfuaded her to eat fome of the Forbidden 
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Fruit, and fhe was fo foolifh and fo wicked 
«s to be prevailed on by him. When file 
had eat feme of it, fhe defired her Hufband 
*to do the fame, and he was fimple enough ^^ 
to eat fome too. But when they had done fll 
eating they were afhamed, and grew very 
uneafy, and went to hide themfelves be- 
hind the Tt-ees in the Garden, AH Peo- 
ple who have done wrong are troubled in 
Mind, it is only good People which are 
pleafed with themfelves and with the reffi 
of the World, becaufc they know they 
have done well, and that God loves fhem, 
and eveipy Btdy will fpeak well of theni* 

Thefe l^o .foolifh People Adam and 
JEw, thought m their frijght to hide them- 
felves from God, but be knows every 
Thing, fees every wh^re,, even rnto our 
Thoughts^ He called to^hem and afked 
^them, why they had eaten of the Fruit 
which he had commanded them not to 
touch. Eve anfwered, that the Serpent 
had perfuaded her, and Adam fald his. 
Wife had perfuaded him. God is not to be 
put off with Excufes, what he commands 
muft be minded. So he direftly turned 
them out of that fine Place, ancjfent them 

to 
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to wander about hi a wild Country over- 
grown with Weeds and Briars, where they^ 
could get nothing to eat but what they 
dug and ploughed and laboured hard for. 
There they grew old, and fickly, and 
died. 



^ How far can God fee ? 

A. He can fee every where, for he is 
not like us. He fees and hears from one 
Part of the World to the other, and for 
that Reafon all wife People fear Godmo/e 
than Man. It is impoflible to hide any 
Thing from him, and as he loves us he 
will always punilh us one Way or other 
when we do ill, to make us grow better. 

^ Who is the Devil ? 

A. He is an Evil Spirit, called a fallen 
Angel, who, wearetoW, was turned out 
of Heaven for his Pride, and goes about 
doing all the Harm he can. He is able 
to put bad Thoughts inioour Heads, with^- 
ojt our feeing him, ^d fometimeshegets 
wicked People to perfuade us to do wrong, 
as Eve did by Adam : but we have Senfe 
enough to know, and ought to confide r, 
that if we follow wrong Advice, God 
will be angry with us, and that then great 
Mifery muft come upon us* 
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CHAP. III. 
The Death of Abel. 

JDAM and Eve had two Sons, Carn 
and AbeU ^ibel was a Shepherd and 
C2/;z a Gardener, Cain was iil-natured and 
obftJnate, but jibel was very mild and 
obedient to God. and his Parents. God 
therefore loved him better than Cain, and ^ 
this made Qim jealous of his Brother jibel, 
and made him hate that good young Man, 
He had much better have ft rove to belike 
him, and then God would have loved him 
as well as the other. One day when the 
two Brothers were abroad together in a> 
Field, Cain knocked down poor /Ibel and 
killed him. He thought they were alone, . 
and that nobody would ever know it, but 
God Is always prefent with us. He has 
not*Flwfti or Bones as we have, but he Is a 
Spirit, andhealfo is In all Places at once. 
He therefore was with j&el when he was ^ 
fo cruelly murdered, and called out to 
Cain, and told him that he-knew it. Cain 
was then ready to fink into the Earth wi:h 
Fear, as well he might after fuch an Ac- 
thn, God drove him away that Momc nt 
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into the Land of Nod, and put a frightful 
Mark upon him, fo that every Body who 
faw him run away. He was very unhappy 
all the reft of his Life, and at laft he died. 



■«■■ 



^ Where does God live ? 

A. The chief Seat of Gk>d is in Heaven» 
It is there he fends the Souls of goo 1 Peo- 
ple after their Death, and they are happy 
for ever, but he himfelf Is every v^here at 
once. He is here now and knows all we 
are doings and yet is in every other Place 
we can think of at the fame Time. And 
as he is all Spirit without any Body, he 
never is hungry or thirfty, nor ever fleeps 
as we do: fo that there is nothing to take 
oiF the Attention of God our Creator 
from us that are his Creatures. 

^ How was God made, and at what 
Time ? 

A. He was never made, for he was be- 
fore all Time. He made all Things, both 
in Heaven and Earth, and was always as 
he is now. When we go to him after 
Death we (ball know him as he is, but now 
wa are not able to underftand his Nature, 
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C H A P. IV. 

The Flood. 

ADAM and Eve had another Son, be- 
fides Cain and Ahel^ called <SlrtAj and 
alio i^veral other Children. 

Cain too had a great many ChUdren^ 
and thofe Children when they grew up to 
be Men and Women had feveral Children 
of their own, fo that the World became 
full of People, After the Death of their Fa- 
thers thefe Children grew very wicked, 
and God was fo offended with them that 
he refolved to deftroy the whole World. 

There was however among them one 
good Man called Noah^ and God took 
Care he fliould not fuffer with the reft 
He therefore taught him h^w to make a 
Sortofhrge covered Boat, called an A«k, 
and bad him get into it with all his Family, 
and take with him all Sorts of Beafts and 
Birds, and then to fhut himfclf up in it. 

When he had done fo, God fent fo much 
Rain for forty Days and Nights, that the 
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Waters rofe up to the Tops of the Houfes 
and of the Trees on the higheft Moun- 
tains, fo that the Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, were every one of them drowned* 
All this while iVo^i&'s Ark floated fafely 
upon the Waters, and no Mifchief befel 
him, for God was pleafed with him. At 
laft the Ark relied upon a high Mountain, 
which is called Mount jlrarat, and at the 
end of feven Months the Rain beii^g 
gone, God fent a ftrong Wind to dry the 
Ground. JVbtjA then opened a Window and 
let out a Raven ^ this is a Bird that feeds 
upon dead Bodies, and he found fo much 
to eat that he went back no more. After 
feven Days Noah let out a Dove, which is 
a Bird like a Pigeon, but it flew back to 
him very foon, becaufe it could find no dry 
Place to perch upon. In feven.Days more 
Noah let out the Dove again, and it came 
back with an Olive Branch in its Bill. 
Noah knew by this that the Waters were 
altfioft dried off the Earth, and when he 
let out the Bird again, it came back to 
him no more. He foon after ventured to 
open the Door and go out with all his Fa- 
mily. The firft Thing they did was to 
kneel down siud praife God, for Iv^n\xs5^ 
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faved them, as good People always praifc 
God for every Thing, becaufe they know 
that all comes from him. God was fo 
pleafed with feeing Noah thankful, that he 
blefled him and bad him look up and fee a . 
Rain-bow, which he told him was a Tok*- 
en, that he never would drown the World 
again. Noah lived a great while after this 
with his Wife, his three Sons and theit ^ 
Wives and Children. When hegrew very 
old and weak, God Almighty out of his 
great Goodnefs, thought fit that he fhould 
die and be happy for ever In Heaven. 



^ What is dying ? 

A. It is for the Life to go out of our 
body. The Body is then a Corpfe and is 
burled under Ground, becaufe It will cor- 
rupt and (link and be fit foi: nothing but 
to feed Worms, and will return to Clay 
•which it was firfl made of, 'till it rifes 
sgain at the Day of Judgment : But as 
for our Soul which is the better Part of 
us, that never dies. They who have been 
good in this Life are permitted to go to- 
Heaven, thro* the Mercies of Chrifl- our 
Redeemer^ where he receives them after 

Peath, 
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Death, and where they never feel any 
more Sorrow nor Sickneft. No body can 
hurt them then, and they will always 
have every gcxjd Thing they can defire. 
As for bad viPcopIe when they die, God 
gives up their Souls to that evil Spirit 
called the llpvil; and he carries it to the 
Plac^jfltf^ the damned called Hell^ there he 
tormeats it all A^nner of Ways, and 
they are fot ever miferable. We muft 
therefore take great Care to pleafe God» 
who can da what he pleaibs with us, botK 
now and after we are dead. 

^ What is the greateft Misfortune 
thatcanbefalus? 

A It is to offend or difpleafe the great 
God, who always puniihes thofe that are 
wicked. 

^ What is the greateft happinefs we 
can enjoy? 

yi. It is to be a Favorite of God, who 
always loves thofe that are good and 
bleffes them. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Confufion of BaheL 

JS^OAH left three Sons;- Shanty Hcim, 
and Japkety and they had a great 
many Children, who, after ^eir Fathers 
were dead, did many wrong Things. 
They took a Fancy jrto build a Sort of 
high Houfe called a Tower, that fhould 
reach up above rhe Clouds : But God fee- 
ing their Pride confounded them ; for he 
put it into their Heads to fjpeak one m 
one Language, and one in another, fo 
that they could not underftand each other. 
By this Means, when one afked for Mor- 
tar, the' cfcher gave him a Trowel, arid 
when -another wanted a Ladder, they 
thought he called for Bricks, This put 
theni all in fuch.Confufion, the Building 
could not go on. So they left Babel y and 
all went and lived in different Places ac- 
cording as they could undejcftand each 
others Language J and to this Day one 
Language is fpoke in one Country, and 
fome other in the next Country all over 
the Wor^ . 

^Wbat 
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^ What is the moft foolilh Thing any 
Body can do ? 

A. The moft foolilh Thing any Body 
can do is to try to follow their own Fancy, 
without knowing whether It is agreeable 
toGod ; for if it 1% not agreeable to him, 
he can and will take Care that it (hail not 
Pjrofper. We fliould therefore try to. like 
what God likes; becaufe it is in vain to 
wifti for any Thing without his liking, 
and he knows bieft what is good for us. 

C H A p. VI. 

The Deftr9(flion of Sodom. 
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O ME Time after this there was a 
very good Man called Abraham^ who 
had with him a Nephew, his Brother's 
Son, called Lot -^ and he was a good 
Man too. So God loved them both, and 
thofe he loves he blefles. They were 
very rich, had a great many Cattle and 
Servants. The Place where thev lived 
was not quite large enough to hold them 
all, and their Servants began to difpute 
with each other. Abraliam knew it was 
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a greit Sin to difpute or quarrel, efpecU 
Ally among Relations ; he therefore faid 
to Lot, we had better part. Do you go 
where you like beft, and I will day in 
the Land of Canaan, or wherev^God 
pleafes. Then Lot left his Uncle and 
went to live near Soetgm and Gomorrah^ 

m 

The People of thofe two Cifies were very 
wicked]! and God intended to puniw 
theixi, as he does all wicked People ; but 
.he fent two Angels to fave Lot. When 
they en me to his Houfe, he took them for 
Travellers, and received them very ci- 
villy ; for good People are always oblig- 
ing, efpecially to Strangers. After Din- 
ner the Angels told him what they were, 
and that God had fent them to take him 
out of that wicked Place, him and his Fa- 
mily, telling him they muft leave it di- 
rectly, a id not once look bw^hind. Lot, 
his Wife and his two Daughters fet out 
that Moment with the Angels ; but Loi*s 
Wife difobeyed God and looked behind 
her, and for fo doing (he was turned into 
a Pillar of Salt. There alfo fell Fire and 
Brimftone from Heaven upon Sodvn and 
Gomorruhy which deftroyed thofe two Ci- 
ties, and all the People in them periihed. 

la 
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fn the mean Time Ltft went on fafely to 
the Land of Mo/ih with hh two Daugh- 
ters^ where he lived to a good old Age. 
His Daughters had Sons' tbat were called 
Mbabites and JmmmdUt. ' 



§1. What fhoutd we be the moft mind- 
ful of? . ' • - 

ji. Never lo forgjait what God com- 
mands, as that fifhple Woman Lot's Wife 
did. She was cCftainly very forry when 
fhe found herfelf turning into a Pillar of 
Salt, and was loflngherHufband and all 
her F'riends, but (he ought to have confi- 
dered that foooer: It was too late after 
fhe had committed the Fault. 

C H A p. VII. 
The Life of Jbrahanu 

j^BRAHJM, after his Nephew Lot 
had left him, lived in the Land of 
Canaariy with his Wife Sarah. He was fo 
very good a Man, that GoJ loved him 
exceedingly, and told him S^r^A ihould 

havQ 
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hsLve a Son, that that Son ihould havd' 
Children, and thole Children would have 
a great UkSinyjAhei Children.^ That in 
this Maniver he i^uld have a very large 
Family, and in thatFa'mily wpuld be bora 
after a greSt many -Years, Jefus Cktift; 
our Saviour, who would redeem us all 
from the Curfe^whifthyfc/a772 T>y his Dif- 
obedience had brought ujmi us. After 
Jbraham had ,teeif*"tdlAthts by God Al- 
mighty, he affd hi^ JV^ife' Siir^A lived 
many Years till thiey were both grown 
old, and dill fhe Iiad no Child : Abraham 
was very eafy about this, for he knew thaf^ 
what God promifes he alw-^ys pferforms in 
• his own good Tmie ; but Sarah being 1^ 
filly Woman, fretted and" (hewed great 
Impatience. At laft three Angels came 
to him and told him Gdd jcemembered his 
Promife, and Sflr^Afhouldfeotf bring him 
a Son. She was behind the Door and 
heard them, and becaufe old Women fel- 
dom bring forth Children, (he did not 
believe God's Word, but laughed at what 
they faid, though (he might have remem- 
bered that God Almighty can do what he 
pleafes. And he from whom nothing is 
hid, a(ked her why (he laughed ? upon 

which 
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which flie began to be frighted, and faid 
(he did not laugh. So (he was guilty of 
two great Faults, thqj one was telling a 
Lie, the other was not believing God's 
Power. 

Sboti after (he had a Son, and he "(vas 
called Ifaac. When he was grown a great 
Boy, his Father was very fond of him> 
and very thankful to God for his Goodnefs 
in having beftowed him, God Almighty 
had a Mind to (hew the World, that J- 
braham loved him as much as he ought : 
For they who love God as much as his 
Goodnefs to us deferves, (hould be wiHIig 
to give up their Life, or any thing elfe to 
him when he calls for it, God therefore 
bid him take his Son up to a high Moun- 
tain and there facrifice him, that is, kill 
him in a certain Maiiner and burn his dead 
Body. Abraham loved his Son much, but 
he loved God better, and was always ready 
to do whatever would pleafe him. So 
without faying one Word, though griev- 
ed to the Heart, he dire6lly took the Boy 
with him to the Mountain^ and was juft 
going to facrifice him, when God called 
out to him not to do it, for that he only 

B tcsft^^^ 
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meant to try him for an Example to others. 
He then came down from the Mountain 
again very joyfully, with his Son, and 
God told Abraham^ that lince he had been 
fo ready to obey him, he (hould fee his 
Son married, and have fine Children; 
and that he would blefs him allManner 
of Ways. As for Sarah ^ God Almighty- 
did not think fit that fhe (hould live to 
fee her Son married ; but after her Death 
Abraham began to think of a Wife for 
IJaac. He did not like any of the W^omen 
of that Country, becaufe they were not 
well behaved i fo he fent an old faithful 
Servant of his into his own Country 
among his Coufins, to get a Wife for his 
Son. When the Servant came near the 
City of Nachor in Mefafwtajnia^ he flop- 
ped at a Well, and kneeled down to pray 
for God's Bleffing, for he knew nothing 
could be done without that. uAnd he 
prayed to God Almighty, to fend to the 
W^ell the Woman he chofe for his. Matter's 
Son, Ifaac, and that when he aiked her to 
draw Water for him, Ihe might anfv\'er, 
I will give you Water and to your Camels 
too ; by which he (hould know that was 
the Woman God had feat. God AN 
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mighty heard his Prayer, for foon after 
Rcbckah, the Coufin oilfaac came. He 
aflced her for Water, and Ihe laid I will 
give you Water, and to your Camels too. 
Then he thanked God that he had found 
the Woman he wanted, and he went with 
her Home- to her Father's, and afked his 
Confent to the Marriage. The Father 
confented, and fo did (he; after a few 
Days he brought her to the Land.of Qr- 
naan^ when ylbraham faw her married to 
Ifaac, and (he made him a very good 
Wife. 

Abraham lived after that till he had 
feen enough of this wicked world, and 
then God Almighty took him to a better 
Place, which is Heaven; where he is 
Aill and always will be. 



»i p 



^ What is moft pleafing to God ? 
A. It is to obey him in all Things, and 
truft to him in all Things, as good Abra^ 
ham did. Sarah did not and fo (he brought 
a great many Vexations upon herfelf, both 
before Ifaac was born, and afterwards. 
§^ What is an Angel ? 

B % A."tV^^ 
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jf. They arc not Men but Spirits, who 
can flv about and take what Shapes they 
pleafe. God mide, that is, created them 
ibr his Service, fends them on all his 
Mellages, and employs them whatever 
^^ ay he thinks fit. They are very wife, 
good and innocent. 

^ Who is Jefus Chrijl, and what is 
Redeeming us ? 

ji. That you (hall know by and by, 
but vou mud learn a little more before 
you can tmderftand it. 

CHAP. VIII. 
The Life of Ifaac. 

TSAAC and Rebekah had two Sons, the 
eldeft was called £/a«, and the youigeft 
jFacob. Efau loved rambling abroad, but 
yacob ftaid at home with his Father and 
Mother. One Day jFacob was making 
fome Pottage for himfelf when Efau came 
home from the Fields very hungry, and 
defired yaeob to give him his Pottage; 
yacob aflced him if he would give him his 
Birth-Right for it, and he faid he would. 
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His Birth-RigHt was his Father^s particu- 
lar Bleffing, which in thofe Days always 
belonged to the elder Son;, 2ind Efau was 
fuch a Glutton as to fell it for a Mefs of 
Pottage. He eat the Pottage, which was 
the Price of the Bleffing, and yet after- 
wards he wanted to keep the Bleffing too^ 
This was not honeft j for when one has 
fold a Thing, it then belongs to the Per- 
fon that has bought it. Old I/aac knew 
nothing of that Bargain; fo when he was 
very old and quite blind, thinking he was '^ 
going to die, he called his Son Efau to 
him, and defired him to go and get him 
fome Venifon, and when it was dreffed, 
to bring it to him for he was very faint. 
And he told him that when he had eat of 
it he would give him his Bleffing before 
he died. Ffau fliould then have told his 
Father that he mud give it to Jacob, for 
it was fold to him ; but inftead of that he 
f iid norhi.ig to any Body, and made hafte. 
to get the Venifon. Rtbekak knew all 
that had pafled, but (he thought it was 
better not to let the old Man know it, 
becaufe it would grieve him to find that 
his Son Efau was not honeft. However, 
Ihe told Jacoi of it, and bid Uvkv ^v^ XQi\v\s. 

B 3 Y^xicv^^ 
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Father befpre EJau came home, and take 
fome Kid with him, and he would think 
it was Efau with the Venifon, and woyld 
blefs him, and fo he fhould get his 
Right : for what we have bought and 
paid for is oup Right, yacob told her he 
was afraid his Father would know him 
when he felt his hands ; for Jacob had 
fmooth Hands, but Efau^s were hairy. 
Rebekah immediately found a Way to pre- 
vent that, for fhe made him Gloves of the 
Skin of the Kid, with the rough Part- 
outward, and giving him the KiJ in a 
Dilh, (he fent him to his Father. When 
Ifaac h^id felt his rough Hands he thought 
it was Efau^ and gave him his Bleffing 
according to the Will of God, who had 
chofen Jacob before EJau. 



^ Did Rebekah do well to teach her 
Son yacob to deceive his Father ? 

A. To deceive any Body is to hide the 

Truth when you are afked it, or to tell 

thejn what is not true. This^ is a very 

great Fault, but efpecially in, a Wife to 

her Hufband, or in a Son to his Parent ; 

but Rifbekab did not deceive her Hufband, 

not 
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nor yacoh his Father; they only kept 
from his Knowledge what they knew it 
would vex him to hear : And it was no 
Lie to tell him that Jacob was Ejau his 
eldeft Son j becaufe Efau having fold 
to him the Right of Elderfhip, Jacob 
then was the elder Son : Therefore, if 
Rebekah had flood by and let Efau Ileal 
back the Birth-right he had fold, ftie 
would have been a very bad Woman : But, 
on the contrary, flie contrived prudently 
to fee Juflice done on all Sides, without 
dillurbing the Peace of the Family; 

We ought never to tell Tales, nor dif- 
cover the Faults of others for the fake of 
prating, becaufe that brings on Quarrels, 
and does Mifchief ; but, when we fee one 
Body trying to do another any Harm we 
ihould hinder them if we can. 

^91 Jn ^9 SM ^9 «^P *"> tn% nB tin gj ^S ^S ^39 *"* f^D *0* (EP ^P 

CHAP. IX. 

The Life of Jacob. 

WHEN Efau came home with the 
Venifon, and had prepared it for 
his TsLther, he brought vX. to \Cvrev^ \ss3^\xss* 

B 4 ^7^\:^^< 
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Father was much furprifed, and told him 
he had been with him already, and had 
go't his Bleffing, and afked him why he 
€^me for it again. Then £/aaknew that 
Jacob had been before-hand with him; 
and though he could not but feel it was 
juft for a Man to take his own when he 
caa, and the Bleffing was Jacobus own by 
Purcjiafe, yet Efaww^s fo unreafonable as 
to be very angry, and hefwore that when 
hi& Father was dead he would kill Jacob. 

When Rehekah heard that, fhe advifed 
Jacob to go away, for fear Efau fliould be 
tempted to do like Cain, that murdered 
bis Brother, Ifaac gave Jacob leave to 
go, and defired he would take a Wife 
among his own Relations, as he himfelf 
had done. So Jacob went to his Mother's 
Brother Laban, who lived in the fame 
Place that Jbrahams Servant had taken 
Rebekah from, when he brought her to 
Ifaac. 

Jacob travelled on till it was dark, then 
he lay down in a Field, and fet his Head 
upon a Stone for a Pillow, and fell afleep. 
He dreamed that he faw a great Ladder, 
the Top of it reaching to the Heavens, 

and 
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and the Angels of God afcendmg and de- 
fcending, that. is, going up and down. 
He dreamed alfo'that God Almighty call- 
ed to him from the Top of it, and told him 
he was the God of Abraham and of Ifaac^ 
and that he would blefs him too, and he 
Ihould have fo many Children, that they 
and their Children (hould be like the 
Stars in the Heavens, or like Grains 
of Sand, that are fo many they cannot 
be numbered. 

The next Morning after Jacob had 
praifed God, as all gpod People do Night 
and Morning, he went on his Journey 
till he came to the Well where Abraham's 
Servant met his Mother Rtbekah. Soon 
after he had flopped there, he faw a Girl 
called Rachel, Rcb.kahh Brother Laban's 
Daughter, coming with a Pitcher to.draw 
Water : Jacob, who was a very, civil 
young Man, ran ami drew the Water for 
her : Then he told her he was her Coufin, 
and went Home with her to Laban his^ 
Uncle. Laban was very glad to fee his 
S'A(^r Rebekah' i- Son, and defired Jacob to 
flay and live with him. Soon after Jacob 
d.elired Laban to let him marry Rachel ; 

B 5 and 
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and Ldban told him he (hould have her 
if he would ferve him feven Years. Jacob 
agreed to it ; but at the End of the feven 
Years, Laban was fo bad a Man, that he 
broke his Promife, and, inftead of Rachel j 
he gave him his eldeft Daughter Leahy 
for a Wife. Jacob was very forry, becaufe 
he did not love Leah fo well as Rachel^ 
and he afked jL^ia;z how he could ferve 
himfo. LabanizxA, he only did it becaufe 
it was the Cuftom of that Country to 
marry the eldeft Daughter firft, but if he 
would ferve him feven Years more he 
ftiould have Rachel too. In thofe Days 
God Almighty allowed Men to have more 
Wives than one, though he does not allow 
It now. What God does is always for th© 
beft, as he is wifer than any Body. As 
for Jacob, he was fo defirous to marry 
Rachel, that he confentedto every Thing ; 
and he got her for feven Years Service 
more. Jacob lived a long while with his 
Father-in-law Laban, and behaved fo well 
that God profpered every Thing he under- 
took. He alfo blelTed him with feveral 
Children, twelve Sons and one Daughter, 
called Dinah \ but there was only two of 
p Sons that belonged to Rachel, and 

their 
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, their Names were Jofefh and Benjam?u 
At hA JFacob Rnding his Family fo large, 
had a Mind to leave Lahan, and go Home 
to his own Country and his Father's 
Houfe. But Laban was a felfiili Man, he 
thought of nothing but his own Intereft; 
fo becaufe yacob was very ufeful to him, 
he did not care to part with him, and 
wanted that he Ihould remain his iServarit 
all his Life. However, God is always the 
Friend of the oppreffed ; that is, of thofe 
People who are not well ufed, and fo he 
was on the Side of yacob. He would 
not fufFer Laban to ufe him ill, but 
thought fit that he (hould go away, and 
yacob went. He took with him his Wives 
and Children, his Scarvants, his Cattle 
and all h:s Goods. 

When they had gone a Part of the Way, 
feme of his Servants who went on before, 
came running back to him., and told him 
they faw his Brother Efau coming, and 
feveral People with him. Then yacob 
was fadly frighted, and did not know 
what to do, for he dreaded fome Harm 
to his tender Family ; but wife People 
always pray to God when they are in 

B 6 Trouble 
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Trouble, and he relieves them, yacdb^ 
therefore prayed fervently, and God put 
it in his Head what to do. He picked 
t)ut feme of the fineft of his Cattle, and 
of all the beft Things he had, and fent 
them on before him, defiring his Servants, 
when Efau afked him whofe they were, 
to fay they belonged to their Mafter Jacob f 
and that he fent them as a Prefent to his 
Brother Efau. A foft Anfwer turneth 
away Wrath. Efau was fo moved at 
Jacob's mild and obliging Behaviour, that 
it drove away all his Anger, and whea 
Jacob came near and kneeled down to 
him, Efau took him up and kiiTed him, 
and thfey were very good Friends, This 
made Jacob very happy, for a good na- 
tured Man loves Peace and good Humour, 
and hates to quarrel with any Body. 
Then Efau went and lived in Mount Seir, 
and Jacob travelled towards the Land of 
Canaan^ where Abraham and Ifaac had 
lived. In his Way there, he flopped at 
a Place called Sichem, to reft his Pamily. 
Then his Daughter D/wjA took it intaher 
Head to go and vifit the Girls of that 
Country; and when Ihe was abroad, one 
of the young Men of the. Place, Son to 
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the King, took hold of her and ran away 
with her. When her Brothers heard of it, 
they ran after him and his Companions; 
they fought, and there were feveral Peo- 
ple killed. ' All which mifchief Dinah 
was the Caufe of, becadfe (he did notftay 
at Home, as fober modefl Girls all do. 
And it grieved poor Jacob very much to 
fee how many had loft their Lives by this 
Accident. Afterwards he went on his 
Journey, and came to the' Land of Ca- 
naan ; but poor Rachel died by the Way^ 
Sind he buried her. About this Time 
God Almighty was pleafed to fignify to 
Jacob by an Angel, that he ihould take 
the Siyname of IJraeL 



§1. Does God allow fuch near Rela- 
tions as Brother^.and Sifters, or Brothers * 
and Sifters in Law, or Uncles and Nieces, 
or Aunts and ISfeiphews to marry one an- 
other ? 

A. He did allow it in thofe Times for 
fame good Reafons, but now he allows no 
Relatiais,. except Couiins, to marry each 

.other. 
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There was no Harm therefore In fuch 
Marriages at that Time, but it would be 
a very great Sin now, and is called the 
Sin of Inceft. 

C H A P. X. 

The Story of Jofepk. 

JACOB was much grieved for his 
Wife Rachel^ and he was fonder of 
Jojeph than o: his other Children, becaufe 
he was her eldeft Son, and was a very 
good Boy. But his Brothers hated him, 
and were very jealous of him, becaufe 
their Father loved him fo much : For bad 
^People often hate good People out of Jea- 
loufy J and are fpiteful to them, and try 
to hurt them, but Gk)d is their Friend, 
and defends them from all Mifchief, and 
never forfakes them, aa you will fee by 
the Story of Jofeph. The young Man 
dreamed one Night that he was in the 
Fields with his Brothers binding Sheaves 
of Corn, and that his Sheaf ftood upright, 
and their Sheavcs bowed down to it. 
j^o/(^ph very innocently told his Brothe:s 
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this Dream, and another Dream that was 
like it; but they were quite angry when 
they heard them, and refolved to get rid 
of him at any Rate. 

One Day they being out in the Fields, 
a great Way from Home, taking Care of 
the Flock, Jacob fent Jofeph to them to 
bring him Word how they did. When 
they faw him coming, they cried out. 
Here is the Dreamer, let us kill him. 
But Reuben, the elder Brother faid. No, * 
we will not ftain our Hands with a Bro- 
ther'sBlocdi but we will ftrip him and 
throw him into a Pit. After they had done 
It, fome Merchants that were going into • 
Egypt, pafled by, and the Brothers drag- 
ged him out of the Pit and fold him to 
them. Then they killed a Kid and dip- 
ped Jofeph^s Cloaths in the Blood, and 
brought them to poor old Jacob, and 
made him believe that a wild Beaft had 
devoured Jofeph, that is, had eaten him 
up. Jacob was in (he greateft grief that 
could be for the Lofs of fo good a Child, 
and his wicked Sons were fo hard-hearted 
as to fee him fufFer, and yet not make his 
Miad eafier, by telling Kvm x>\^ "Xwix^. 
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But God Almighty ■dlre6ls every Thing 
for the beft, and his holy Spirit went 
with Jofeph into the Land of Egypt i fo 
that though he was among Strangers, he 
was not friendlefs. The Merchants fold 
him to one Potiphar ; and he ferved him 
fome Time, and behaved fo well, that 
Potiphar had a great Regard, for him. 
But Potiphar^ Wife was a very bad Wo- 
man, and wanted tq perfuade Jofeph to 
T^e bad too: However he was tco wife 
and good to yield, that is, to give Way 
to Temptation ; fo then out of Spite and 
Malice, fhe told a Lie of him to her 
Hufbandi and Potiphar believing all fhe 
faid, was fo angry with poor Jojephy that 
he fcht him to Prifon. Jofeph was always 
mild and patient and civil, which made 
every BoJy love him wherever he went ; 
and the Jailor, that is, the Keeper of the 
Prifon, grew fo fond of him, he did not 
put him in Irons, or faften him with 
Chains, like the other Prifoners, nor keep 
him in one Room, but let him go about 
the Houfe. There were in the fame Pri- 
fon two other Prifoners; the chief Baker 
of King Pharaoh and his chief Butler, 
whom they call his Cup-Bearer. The 
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chief Baker dreamed he ha4 three Bafkets 
upon his Head, full of baked Meats for 
the King's Table, and that the Birds of 
the Air came and devoured them. As 
for the Butler, he dreamt that he held 
three Branches of a Vine Tree in his 
Hand, that they were full oiFGrapes, and 
that he fqueezed them into a Cup, for 
Wine to ferve vp at the King's Table. 
They were both very uneafy to know what 
thefe Dreams could mean ; and Jofeph 
faw, by their Countenances, that they 
were troubled : He afked them what ailed 
them, and they told him what ftrange 
Dfeams they had dreamt, and that they 
wiflied to know the Meaning of them. 

Dreams very feldom have any Meaning 
at. all, and it is foolifli to be concerned 
about them 5 for when People deep badly, 
their Heads are dlfturbed, and rambling 
Thoughts pafs through their Minds, But 
as for thofe two Dreams, God Almighty 
directed them on purpofe, for wife R{ja- 
fons of his own, as welball fee by and 
by. He alfo put it ini&yofepk'& Head to 
explain thofe Dreams tp them. So he 
told the Baker that his Dream figni&ed 
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that In threQ.D^ys Pharaoh would order 
him to be hanged; hut as to the Cup- 
Bearer, he told him he would, in three 
^ Days, fill out Wine to the King ; and 
then he begged he would fpeak for him, 
that he might be let out of Prifon. The 
Cup-Bearer promifed him fair; but when 
he got out on the third Day," his Joy 
made him fo ungrateful that he forgot 
poor Jofephy who remained in Prifon two 
Y^ars longer. 

At the End of that Time God fent a 
ftrange Dream to King Pharaoh^ who 
wanted to have it interpreted or explain- 
ed, and none of the wife People of that 
Country could underftand it, becaufe God 
had not revealed, that is, made it known 
to thetiL; for we know nothing but what 
God makes us underftand. 

So then the chief Butler thought oijo^ 
fephf and told the King of him ; and the 
Ki)»g fent for him out of Prifon, and faid 
to him. I hear thaf God has taught you 
to explain Dreams. I have had a ftrange 
one that I wifh to l^now the Meaning of. 
J thought I faw feven fat Oxen come out 
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of a River, and feven lean ones come af- 
ter them, Avho eat up the fat ones. Then 
Jofeph told him the feven fat Oxen were 
feven Years of great Plenty, and after 
them wotild come feven Years of Famine, 
that is, the Weather would be fo bad 
that the Corn would be all fpoiled, 
and there would be none to make Bread 
for feven Years; aha this was the Mean- 
ing of the feven lean Oxen that devoured 

. the fat Ones. Then Pharaoh faid to him, 
what Ihall I do when the Famine comes, 
to find Bread for my People ? Upon his 
faying this, Jofeph advifed him, when the 
feven Years of great Plenty canrie, to 

' build Granaries or Store-Houfes, and lay 
up a great deal of Corn in them, fo that, 
in the Time of Famine, the King might 
fell the Corn to the People for Money, 
and they would have Bread enough. 
When the King found that God had made 
Jofeph fo wife, he fet him over every 
Body, and commanded all the People to 
obey him. Jofeph, who was then become 
a great Man, took Care in the feven 
Years of Plenty, to build Granaries and 
provide Corn fufficient to feed the People 
when the Famine canvQ \ ^v\d xJm^ ^Ns\'«g^ 
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had fuch Dependance on him that when 
any Body came to him about any Bufi- 
nefs, he fent them all to* Jofephr- The 
Famine was all over Egypt, and in the 
Land of Canaariy where old Jac^ lived. 
He was told there was Bread in Egypt, 
but little thought his Son Jofeph had the 
difpoling of it,. However, he fent all his 
other Sons, except Benjamin, into Egypt, 
with Money to buy Corn for Bread ^^ 
When they were brought before Jofephy 
they did not know him, but he knew 
them, and he afked them if their Father 
was alive, and if they had any more Bro- 
thers* They told him they never had 
but two more ; one called Jofeph, who 
had been devoured by wild Beafls, and 
the other called Benjamin, was at Home 
with their Father. Then Jofeph ordered 
their Sacks to be filled with Corn, and 
bid his Servants put in the Money too, 
which they had brought to pay for it. 
When they were going away he told them 
that when they wanted mere they muft 
bring Benjamin with them or they Ihould 
have none, and lie kept Simeon, one of 
the Brothers, to make fure of their com- 
ing back. They were all much furprized 



The Story of Jofeph, 45 

and fadly frighted at this, and much 
more when they went Home and found 
the Money with the Corn in their Sacks. 
Jacob faid, that might be a Miftake of 
the Servants, but bid them remember to 
carry it back, when they went again ; for 
an honeii Man would not cheat another, 
though he was fure of being never found 
JBUt, becaufe God fees all we do, and 
never fails to punifh us one Time or other. 
At laft when the Corn was all eat up, 
Jacob defired his Sons to go and buy 
more. This made them very uneafy, for 
they durft not go without Benjamin^ and 
they knew it would grieve Jacob to part 
with him. At laft they ventured to put 
him in Mind, that the great Man who 
fold them the Com, faid they fhoyld have 
no more unlefs Benjamin came with them. 
When poor Jacob heard this, he cried, 
and faid, he was already deprived of two 
of his Sons, Jofeph and Simeon^ and if 
he loft Benjamin too, it would break his 
Heart. Then Judah, the eldeftSon, beg- 
ged he would not be uneafy, and promifed 
to take all the Care he could of the Boy, 
. and all the others faid the fame. So Jacob 
gave them Money to buy more Wl\ea.t^ 
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and did hot forget to fen^ back the other 
Money that was the Price of the Cora 
they had bought before. He then fuffer- 
ed Benjamin to go with them, and prayed 
earneftly to God to blefs them all* 

When they came to Egypt ^ they were 
brought direftly to Jofeph, who when he 
faw his Brother Benjamin^ his Mother 
Rachel's ^\a\A, he was fo moved he could 
not help crying with Joy, and turned 
away, that they Ihould not fee him. He 
then invited them to Dinner, and put five 
Times more Meat upon Benjamin's Plate 
than upon the others, which they all won- 
dered at. When they took leave, he 
privately ordered his Servants, after they 
had filled their Sacks with Corn, to put 
his Gold Cup into the Mouth of Benjamins 
Sack. He alfo defired them to follow his 
Brothers, and afk them how they could 
be fo ungrateful to their Rafter, who had 
been fo civil to them, and why they ftole 
his gold Cup, and were carrying it away. 
They all faid, indeed they had not ftole 
any Thing; all their Sacks migtit be 
opened, and if it was found among them, 
they were willing to go to Prifon, So 
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trllthe Sacks wete opened, and It was 
found in Benjamin's Sack. Poor Benjamin 
who knew nothing of the Matter, was 
very nniuch a(hamed,^and grieved when 
he law it, and the Servants faid, he muft 
go directly to Prifon. Then all his Bro- 
thers went back with him to beg him off: 
For they were not wicked now, as they 
had been when they fold Jofeph, but were 
grown very good, and had rather have 
gone to Prifon themfelves than leave 
Benjamin behind ; becaufe it would grieve 
their Father to lofe him. So they went 
back lamenting, and when they came to 
Jofeph^ they kneeled down before him ; 
and Judah begged he would put him in 
Prifon inftead of Benjamin, and let the 
Boy go back to his old Father j but Jofeph 
pretended to be very angry, and faid he 
would not let him go. This gave all the 
Brothers the greateft Concern that could 
be, and they faid to one another, God 
Almighty has fent this Affliction to punilh 
us for having fold our Brother Jofeph. 
Then Jofeph was fo moved at finding they 
were penitent, that is, forry for their paft 
Fault, he could hold out no longer, but 
threw his Arms about tUeit U^ck.^^ -wA 
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faid, I am your Brother Jofeph j God, 
who orders every Thing for the beft, fent 
me here before you, that you miglit have 
Bread in the Time of Famine. They all 
cried with Joy and praifed GoJ. Then 
he defired them to go back to Canaan, 
and tell their Father xhsX Jofeph was alive, 
and in Favour of God and Man ; and 
that he muft come down to Egypt , with 
his whole Family, where they fliould all 
be taken Care of. 

When Jacob heard the joyful News he 
made hade to go and fee his Son ; and as 
foon as King Pharaoh heard that Jofeph's 
Father was come, he fent for him, and 
fpoke very civilly to him, and gave him 
a Place to live in, called, the Land of 
Gojhen. 



nm 



^ Does God puniih wicked Peoplethe 
Minute they commit a Fault ? 

A. He is fure to punifli them one Time 
or other. Sometimes it is that Moment, 
like Lot*% Wife, but, very often not till 
a good while after, and fometimes he 
does not puniih us till after we are dead. 
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us feems to have been the Cafe of Pott^ 
pharos Wife. And this is the worft of all, 
for then he gives up our Souls ta the, 
Pevil, who Will torment us without 
Mercy, and without End. 

^ Does God ever forgive People that 
have done ill ? 

ji. Never, if they do not repent, 

^ What is repenting ? 
. yi. It is acknowledging, that is, con- 
faffing our Faults, and being very forry 
for them, praying earneftly to God to 
forgive us, and if we have done Harm to 
any Body, making it up to them every 
Way in our Power 5 and taking Care 
never to offend again. This is true Re- 
pentance, or Penitence ; but if we are 
penitent to Day, and Sin again to Mor* 
row, our Penitence is of no Ufe. No- 
thing but growing very good, can make 
up for our paft Sins. 

^ What is Sin ? 

ji. It is doing any Thing that God does 
not like, and he does not like any Thing 
that can hurt ourfelves or other People ; 
or that fhows Difrefped to him. He has 
commanded us never to tell a Lie, or do 
tny Sort of Mifchief s to be very modefl 

c ^^^ 
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and civil, and to do every Thing we are 
bid by thofe who are fet over us, if it is 
not contrary to the Commands pf God. 
Then they will love us, and God will love 
us too, and we (hall be happy in this 
World and in the next. 

You fee that the Brothers of Jofeph, 
who had been fo cruel and wicked to- 
wards him, were afterwards very forry 
for it, and repented heartily 5 and when 
God foun 1 they w^re- become very good, 
he forgave them, and blefled them, and 
they were very happy. Jojeph forgave 
them too; for good People are always^ 
ready to forgive offences, as God is ready 
to forgive us. 

^ What were the Names of JacoV^ 
twelve Sons ? 

A. Reuben y Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, 
Naptkali, Gad, JJher, Ifachar, Zebulm^ 
Jojeph and Benjamin *. 

* Here teabh the Lord's Prayer, and explain it ac- 
cording to all the foregoing Hiilory and Dodrinc. 
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The Birth of Mofe. • ^t 

CHAP. XI. 
^he Birth t)f Mofesy aad the Plagues df 

r 1 • 

TXACOB lived to be a very old Man> 
^ and faw a great many of his Children*$ 
Children, His Sons after his Death had 

• • • 

feveral more Children, and then they died. 
Apd they left fo many behind them that 
tijey were like the Stars in the Sky, or 
the jOrains of Sand upon the Sea Shore^ 
which cannot be numbered, they are fo 
many. They v/ere called the Children of 
Ifrnel or Ifraelites, becaufe of Jacob hav- 
Mg been Sirnamed IfraeL A great white 
after Jofcph was dead and Pharaoh the 
King was dead, ther6 came another King 
Pharaoh in his Place, who never knew 
Jofepb. He was a very bad Man, hd 
hearkened to the evil Spirit more than to 
God, and ufed the Hebrews very ill. H6 
made them labour very hard in hopes it 
Would lull them, but when he fC^A that 
would not do> he ordered his Servants 
whenever a Hebrew Woman was brought 
to bed of a Son to take the Child and de* 
fiwy it. There was x Hc6r€'uu W<^tK?ox 

C 2 t:.*^^^ 
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called Jochabed who was delivered of a 
Son. The poor Woman being very de- 
firous fo fave him, but afraid of the King's 
Anger, put him in a Ba&et and carried it 
to the River NUe, and fet It among the 
Rufhes, then went a little Way off and 
left her Daughter Miriam to fee what 
would become of it. 

Soon after the King's Daughter c^me 
with her Maids to bathe in the River, and 
when (he heard the Child cry, fhe pitied 
him, and faid (he would take Care of 
him. Then little Miriam wasfent to look 
for a Nurfe, and (he brought yocbabed. 
So the Child was nurfed by its own Mo- 
ther ; and when he was nurfed (he brought 
him back to Pharaoh's Daughter, and the 
King's Daughter called him Mofes, and 
gave him a very good Education. 

^ After he was grown up toj^e a Man, he 
©ne Day faw an Egyptian, that is a Man 
of the Kingdom of Egypt, ufing a Hebrew 
very ill ; Mofes was provoked to fee his 
Countryman oppreiTed, and ftruck the 
Egyptian, who fell down and died- Then 
Mofes was afraid the King would put him 

to 
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to Death, fo he ran away to the Land of 
Midian. The Prieft or Minifter of that 
Country was called Jethro ; he married his 
Daughter to Mofes, and let him live with 
him and take Care of his Sheep. One Day 
as Mofes was in the Fields feeding his Fa- 
ther-in-law's Flocks, he faw a BuQi flam- 
ing with Fire, and yet the Bufti was not 
burnt, that is was not confumed by the 
Fire. He thought this very ftrange, and 
drew near to fee how it could be, when a 
Voice called out of it and faid, I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and 
the God of Jacob, take off your Shoes for 
the Place you Hand upon is Holy Ground. 
I have feen the Oppreflion of my People, 
and I will fend you to the King of Egypt, 
to conunand him to let my People go 
back to the Land of Canaan from whence 
they came. Mofes was the meekeft Man 
in the World. He was ftruck with Re- 
verence and Awe. He fell upon tht 
Ground and faid. He feared Pharaoh 
would not mind what fo poor a Man as 
he Ihould. fay ; but God anfwered, that 
he would make Pharaoh mind him, and 
that Mofes's Brother Aaron Ihould meet 
liim on the Way and go with him, 

C 3 After 
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After this God bid Mbfes throw his Stick 
•r Wand upon the Ground, and when he 
had done fb it turned into a Serpent. 
Mhfes was foftartled at this he ran away, 
but God called him back and defired him 
not to be afraid, but to take hold of the 
Serpent by the Tail, which when he did, 
it immediately turned into a Wand again. 

CHAP. XII. 

. • 

Of the Plagues of Egypt. 

Jl^O.SES then in Obedience to the 
Coniniand of God went into Eg!^t 
with Airon his Brother, and when they faw 
Pharaoh they told bim, that God had.fent 
<hem to defire he would let the HebreU/f 
go. But the King was fo wicked as 6nly 
to laugh at what they faid j and God to 
punlih him, asalfo to lliew his own ^wef» 
turned all theirWaters into Blood, and all 
the Fifh died. This foon humbled Pha- 
raoh, and "he begged of Mofis to pray to 
God to c\ire the Waters. Mofes did pray, 
and they were cured, and yet he would 
^t Je\ the People of Ifrael go. Then God 
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lent a great Quantity of Frogs to torment 
him. They over-ran all the Country, 
and hopped about in the very Rooms 
where the King lived. Then he begged 
of Mofes to pray to God to deliver hint '' 
from them, and he promifed to let the 
Hebrews go. Immediately Mofes prayed, 
and God was pleafed to fend them away ; 
but when they were gone, the King ftiU 
refufed to keep his Promife. As God 
Almighty can never be at a Loft how to 
punilh pervjerfe and obftinate People, he 
fent fuch a Number of Lice, that the 
very Dull feemed to be all turned into 
Lice, and they crawled about them and 
gave them no reft. Then the King ap- 
plied again to Mofes, and they were fent 
away, but ftill his Heart was hardened; 
Afterwards God fent fuch Swarms of Flies^ 
they looked at a diftance like black 
Clouds, and buzzed about them fo into- 
lerably they were not able to bear it. 
Upon which the King again defired Mofes 
to pray for him; Mofes did, and imme- 
diately the Flies were removed. ButftiU 
Pkaraah*s Heart was hardened, and he- 
would not let the Children of Ifrael go.' 
So then God fent a Sicknefs amon^tlx^ |^ 

C 4.. <:.'5iK^^v. 
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-Cattle^ that they almoft all died; and 
when that would not do^ he fent fucb 
Sickoefs among the People, that they 
were all covered with Sores and Boils and 
Ulcers. After that he fent Storms of Hail 
which killed all thofe it fell upon, beat 
down the Roofs of the Houfes and de- 
ftroyed all the Buildings, yet ftill Pha- 
raob*s Heart was hardened, and he would' 
not let the Children of Ifrael go. So thea 
God fent a ftrong Wind, that brought 
with it a Number of Locufts, which eat 
up all the Fruits of the Earth, and every 
1 fair g that grows for the Ufe of Man and 
Beafi. But ftill Pharaoh was only frighted 
for the Time, and as foon as the Plague 
was gone he forgot the Goodnefs of God 
jn hearing his Prayers, and alfo forgot 
the Power of God to fend a worfe Plague, 
if he provoked him. Wicked People are 
always foolifh. If he had had any fenie at 
sll, he would have confidered, that what 
God had done once he could do again, or 
a great deal worfe if he pleafed, and that 
there is no efcaping him. At laft, how- 
ever, God Almighty obliged Pharaoh to 
fubmit to him. He fent an Angel to 
everj^ Houfe commanding him to kill the 
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Firft-born, that is, the eldeft Child in 
every Family, except among the Ifraelites^ 
none of their Firft-born died. When Vha- 
raoh had loft his own Firft-born, he found 
Goi was not to be refifted, and fo at laft 
he let the Children of Ifrael go. And 
the Egyptians were fo glad of it, becaufe 
of the Plagues God had fent upon their 
Account, that they let them have a great 
deal of Gold and Silver, and feveral Ear- 
rings and Bracelets to carry away. So 
they went away very rich; and as they 
travelled along the Spirit of God went be- 
fore, them by Day in a Cloudy and by 
Night in a Pillar of Fire, At laft they 
came to the Red Sen, but before they got 
there Pharaoh was grown wicked again, 
and repented that he had let them go. 
So he called together his Army and foU 
lowed them. Then the Ifraelites faw rfo- 
thing but the Red Sea before them, and 
the wicked King and his Army behind 
them. 1 hey were fo terrified they were 
ready to die with Fear, for they forgot 
that the Almighty, was their Friend, 
Mofes prayed to God, and he immedi- 
ately bid him ftrike the Sea with his 
Wand, which when he had do'aftiVA"^'^- 
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ters divided on both Sides, and there was 
a Path between for them to Mralk through. 
After they had pafl^d over to the other 
Side, Pharaoh thought to follow them 
the fame Way with his Army, but the 
Waters clofed over them and th6y wer« 
all drowned. 

When the Ifraelites faw this they praifed 
God, and Mofes made a fine Pfalm of 
Thankfgiving, which they all fung, and 
they danced and were very joyful*. 

CHAP. XIII. 



The wandering in the Defart* 

npHE foolifli Ifraelites foon forgot theis 
^ great Deliverance, and the wohdcr*^ 
ful Goodnefs of God. For finding there 
was no Water in that Place they began to 
murmur againft Mofes for having brought 
them there. However, though they little 
deferved it, God commanded Mofes to 
ftrike a Rock with his Wand, and thea 

* Here it will be proper to teach tbcm that Song 
txplahing all ^hc Wor^s ia iw 
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Water flowed out of it : God alfo was 
fo good to them that he rained from the 
Clouds a Sort of Grain which made fweet 
Cakes called Manna, and for Variety 
fent them fome very good Birds to eat, 
called Quails. 

As they travelled along they met with 
a King called Amakk^ who came out 
againft them w'th a great Army; but 
God gave the Ifraelites Power over their 
Enemies, and they got the better of theiti 
aiid vanquiflied them, that is, beat them 
icLBattle.- .' 

One Day God Almighty called Mofcs 
up to a high Mountain, called Mount 
Sinai 9 and covered him with a Cloud from 
the Sight of the People. Then God was 
pleafed to Veveal his Will to him, and 
gave him ten Comman^mentswrote upon 
JwD Tables of Stone, that he might teach 
them tp the People. Thefe are the ten 
Comniandments which are read every 
Sunday at Chyrch, and which we muft all 
learn and obferve> becaufe they were 
given by God Almighty himfelf, and they 
teach us our Duty to him aad to ^lltlx^ 

C.6. Nl^^^\^. 
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World. By the firft, fecond, third and 
fourth, we learn, that there is no God but 
one, and that we (hould fear and love him 
above all Things, becaufe he made us, 
and can deftroy us in a Moment. We learn 
by the fifth, to be dutiful to our Parents, 
and thofe that are fet over us in their 
Place, and by the fixth, feventh, eighth, 
ninth and tenth, we are taught neither to 
rfnurder, fieal> nor do any Manner of 
wrong. Not to fpeak ill of any Body, 
or even to covet, that is, to wilh for any 
Thing that belongs to another. Becaufe, 
«s God Almighty fees our Thoughts, h^ 
wilt punifh wicked Thoughts, as wqU ^ 
wicked Words, or wicked Doings *. 

Af^j was forty Days and forty Niglilf 
at the top oiMount Sinai, learning all tb^£i 
and many more wife and good Thingn 
from God. But in the mean Time tlm 
ungrateful Ifraelite$ grew tired ©f waiting 
for him. In their Impatience they fup^ 
pofed he would never come back, and ib 
defired Aaron the Brother of Mofes x^ 
make a God for them, that they mig^ 

* This is the Time I woujd advi£e the teachtng ^ 
Commandments* 
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worftiip, that is, pray to it. - Airon was 
grieved to hear them talk fo wickedly^ 
and fo fimply, but was fuch a Coward he 
feared they would kill him if he refufed 
them, 'therefore he took the Gold and 
Silver which the Egyptiansh^d given them. 
He melted it over the Fire, and made an 
Image of it in the Shape of a Calf, and a 
great many of them wor (hipped it, like 
their Neighbours the Heathens, whom God 
had refolved to deftroy for their Idolatry* 
While they were fo doing, Mofes came 
down from the Mountain, and when he 
faw what they were about, he was fo pro- 
voked that the Tables fell out of his Hand 
and were broke to Pieces. And God was 
fo oiTended at their Wickednefs, that he 
commanded Mojes to draw his Sword and 
kill feveral who were guilty of Idolatry^ 
that is, of worfhipping the Idol or Image. 
There were twelve thoufand killed that 
D^y, and he made thofe that were left 
wander about for forty Years in that 
Place, which was called a Delart or Wil- 
dernefs*, before they were permitted to 
go injto the promifed Land, as a Punifh- 

* Here it will not be amifs to teach them the 951!^ 
Pfalm. 
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ment for their Stubbornnefs. God alfb 
thobght fit to punifli feveral other bad 
Things, that fome of them were guilty of,. 

Ever fince the Fall of Man, God had 
been pleafed to command us to build a 
Sort of Table with Stones fet over one an- 
other, or in any other Fafhion. This Ta- 
ble was called an Altar, and upon that 
Altar he bid them lay a Lamb, or a Dove, 
or fome other Thing, and whatever was 
laid up n the Altar with Wood under it, , 
was called the Sacrifice, becaufe it wasfa- 
crificed, that is offered to God. And when 
God was plealed with thofe who offered it, 
he fent down Fire from Heaven to burn 
or confume the Sacrifice, as a Token that 
he accepted of it, and he forbad that any 
common Fire fhould ever be put to it. 
JSut one Day two very bold young Men, 
Nadab and Abiku, had the AlTurance to 
diibbey, and to put common Fire upon . 
the Altar to burn the Sacrifice i but God > 
foonpunifhed their Prefumption by fend- 
ing Fire from Heaven, which burnt them.; 
up, and no Body could fave them, . 

Another Time there was a Man who . 
was provoked by the evi\Spvutjto<i5^^k 
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againft God, his Maker ; and this great 
Sin, is called Blafphemy. And God Air 
mighty cbmrtianded th t every one fhould 
throw Stones upon the Blafphemer till he 
was crufhed to Death, and it was accord- 
ingly done. 

Even Mofetf who was fo good a Man, 
forgot himfelf one Day : He was out of 
Humour and offended his Maker, the 
great God, who to punifh him, faid, he 
fhould not live till they went to the Land 
of Canaan^ but bid him go up to the Top 
of a high Mountain, and look at it. 
. When he came down again, he was very 
forry for his Fault y God then pardoned ^ 
him, and when he died his Soul was re- 
ceived into Heaven ^. 
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;^ What is the greateft Affront that 
can be offered to God ? 

A. It is to worfhip or pray to any but 
himfelf, efpecially to any Thing that is 
made with Hands, fuch as Pictures, or 
Images, Bones or Relicks, or and Thing 

* Here I would advife teaching the 105th and 
toeth Ffalms^ 
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elfe, as God exprefsly fays in the fecond 
Commandment ; and praying to any 
Thing but God, is called Idolatry. 

^ Is there any Body now that is guilty 
^f this Sin ? 

A. Yes, a great many People called 
Papifts or Roman CatholicTcs, who pray 
to feveral Things, and even to dead Peo- 
ple, whom they call Saints. And it is tht 
more furprizing, as every Body knows 
that the Souls of good People called Saints, 
are not here^but in Heaven, and there is 
none but God who can be in all Places at 
once, and can hear and fee from one Part 
of the World to the other. 

^ How fliould we behave to thefe Ro- 
man Catholicks ? 

A, We fhould live civilly, and in a 
friendly Manner with them, for they are 
our Fellow Creatures, the Children of 
Adam and Eve, as well as we ; but if they 
would perfuade us to do like them, tell 
them we dare not, for God forbids us in 
his Holy Bible. If they fay it is not Ido- 
latry to worfhip Piflures or Images, or to 
pray for the dead, or if they tell us we 
fliould believe any Man before the Bible, 
^o not liAen to fuch Converfation, but 
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pray to Grocf to convert them^ that is, to 
teach them better Things, for though they 
mean well, they talk wickedly, and God 
permits it to (try or) exercife our Virtue. 
We fhould advife them to read, or hear 
read the Bible, which is the Word of God 
himfelf, and that their Priefts cannot denyw 
We ought therefore to believe nothing that 
contradidls the Bible, for who can know 
God's will fo well as himfelf. And if they 
will not read that, and believe what is in 
it, they will furely believe nothing we 
can fay, therefore it is beft not argue with 
them, for Arguments or Difputes often 
bring on Quarrels, and when we quarrel 
God is offended* 

^ Pray how do we know all thefe 
Things ? 

ui. God Almighty in his great Goodnefs 
was pleafed th^t Mbfes fhould write them 
all down, and leave it for us who came 
after, that we might know bis Will and 
his Greatnefs. 

So Mofes wrote the Hiflory of the Crea* 
tion. The Fall of Man, the Death of jibet, 
the Flood, the Coiifufion of Babel^ the 
Deflru^tion of Sodomy the Hifiory of Jbra^ 
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iiam^ oilJaaCi and of jFacob, and the Story 
of Jofeph. All thefe he wrote in one Rook, 
called the Book of Gcnejis. 'Mofes after- 
wards wrote the Account of his own Birth, 
of the Plagues of Egypt ^ of the Children of 
Jfrael pafling the Red Sea, of their wan- 
dering in the Wildernefs forty Years, of 
all that befel them there, and all that God 
direfted them to do. — ^Thefe Matters 
are in four other Books, called Exodds, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy^ 
which \^ith Genejis, are fometimes called 
the Pentateuch. 

i God direfted thofc that came in Mofes^B 
Place after his Death, to write what had 
fcappehed in their Tiihe. So we have all 
the Hiftory of the Children of Ifrael, aL- 
moR tin the Corning oi Jefus Chri/i our 
Ilx>tA. We Jiave alfo an Account, of his 
bleiFed Life and Death. All this is toge- 
ther in one great Book» called the Holy 
Bible, becaufe it contains the Word of 
God. And the Word of God is called Re- 
4^elation, becaufe it was revealed, that 
is told it to us. Some of the Bible is aU 
ways read in Churck: It is the wifeft and 
^Jb^beftBookinthewhole^World. Other 
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Books are wrote out of Men's own Heads, 
or out of what they pick up from others, 
but the Bible was wrote by the Diredlion 
of God himfelf, and it teaches all that is 
needful for our Salvation, to make us hap- 
py in the World while we live, and in the 
next for ever. 

When you can read it, and are old 
enough to underftand it, you will be aU 
lowed to read it all yourfelf. 

^ What is Virtue ? or what is It to 1m 
virtuous? ? 

ji. l%,h wh^n we are either tempted or 
jierfuaded co do what we kaow is wrongi 
to refolve againft it, and not to yield to 
any Body or any Thing, though we lik« 
it eret fo much. If we know it will offend- 
God. W'hen we are tempted, wemufl; 
ftrive hard with ourfelves, and pray to 
Ood to help us,- andtheh^ like Jofeph^ 
and all other good Men, it will be im* 
poffiblc for bad or foolifh People to fpoil 
Qs» that is to makQ us do ill. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
The Hiftory of Jojhua. 

AFTER the Death of Mofes^ it 
•^^ pleafed God that Jojhua^ the Son of 
JNtin^ fliould fucceed him, that is, ftand in 
his Place^ to fliew the Children of Ifrael 
the Way into the promlfed Land, defend 
them againft their Enemies, and teach 
them their Duty to their Maker. He was 
to inftru£t them in every Thing that was 
fit for them to do, and tell them what they 
ought not to do. For at all Times they 
who were beft and wifeil have been fet 
oyer the reft to govern them and keep 
them from harm. He that governed the 
4fraelites in thofe Days was called their 
Judge. 

When therefore Jojhuahtczmh Judge of 
Ifraely he drew near the firft City in' the 
l-and oi Canaan, palled Jeri$ho^ and fent 
privately into the City to get an Account 
of the Place and of the People in it. They 
who are employed in this Manner are cal- 
led Spies ; and when a Spy belonging to 
the Enemy is found in any Place, he is al- 
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Ways put to Death. Thefe Spies were 
very near being caught in Jericho^ but a 
Woman called Rahab, who lived near the 
Gate of the City took Compafiion on them. 
She hid them in her Houfe till it was 
Night, and then let them out of a Win- 
dow by Aliening Cords to it. Before they 
went away, flie made them promife, that 
in return, for having faved their Lives, 
flie and her Family (hould be fpared when 
the Ifraelites got Poffeffion of the City. 

After this God commanded Jojhua to 
march with all the People to the River of 
Jordan, which ran between them and ye^ 
richo. He then ordered, that the Sons of 
J>i7, called Levites j'(ho\i\A carry the Ark 
and walk before the reft into the River, 
and ftand in the middle of it, with the 
Ark. When they drew near, behold to 
the great Amazement of all the People, 
the Waters divided as at the Red Sea, 
and they pafled over without fo much as 
wetthig their Feet. Afterwards the Peo- 
pie pafled over alfo, and then the Waters 
immediately returned to their old Place. 
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The next Wonder, that God performed 
for the Sake of his People, was at the 
Town otjerkho. He conamanded yojhwa 
. to lead them round the Town feven Days 
, together, blowing a Trumpet ev^ry Time, 
and bn the feventh Day the Walls of the 
City tumbled down. By this Means the 
Ifraelites marched in without any Difficul- 
ty, and wereMafters of the Place. The 
People to vyrhom it belonged were fuch 
wicked Idolaters, that God commanded 
the Children of Ifrael to kill them all, ex- 
cept Kahab and her Family, according to 
the Promife the Spiei.had made her. So 
they took great Care of her and of all that 
belonged to hej,,for what good Man ever 
forgets thofe who have been good to him ? 
^11 the Kings of that Neighbourhood^ 
jealous of their Succefs, came out at dif^ 
ferent Times and fought againft theni, 
Whenever the Ifraelites a£led wickedly, 
God fuffered their Enemies to beat them, 
and from the Story of one of them, qalled 
Achav^ which is mentioned in the Scrips 
tures, one may learn that nothing is hid 
from the All-leeing Eye of God. But 
whenever they repeated and behaved well^ 
his Anger was appeafed, and then they 

again 
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i^ain became ftrooger than their Enemies^ 
and the Vi<5tory v/as on their Side. The 
ftrongeft Proof of the great and wonderful 
Providence of God towards them appears 
jit the Bajtle of Gibeak. Five Kings were 
leagued there with all their Armies againft 
Ifrael'y but the Almighty God rained 
Stones from Heaven upon their Enemies, 
and becaufe the Day was not long enough 
to deftroy fuch a Number, he at the Prayer 
of yojhua, comnrianded the Sun and Moon 
ta ftand ftill till there was no Enemy left 
alive in tlie Field. 

Jojhua having thus conquered almoft all 
the Land oiCanaan, divided it into twelve 
Parts, according to the twelve Tribes or 
Families of Tfrael. By which twelve 
Tribes or Families of Ifrael^ is meant the 
Families of each of the twelve Sons of 
Jacob ; whofe Names I fuppofe you re-. 
memb.T, as they are all mentioned at the 
End of the tenth Chapter. He made 
eleven of the Tribes draw Lots for their 
Shares, that there might be no Difputes 
among them. As for thofe of the Tribe 
of Lm, they did not draw, becaufe God 
had provided for them in another Way ; 

for 
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for he thought proper they Ihould be his 
Mmiders, and always attend the Service 
of his Churchy that is, employ themfelves 
intirely in explaining the Scriptures^ 
praying and doing Sacrifice at the Altan^ 
And as Jofeph^ the beloved Son of Jacobs 
had two Sons, Ephrafm and ManaJJeh, the 
Lot of yofeph fell to Ephraim, but a^ to 
Manaffeh, he got that which would have 
been the Levites Portion, if God had not 
done fo much better for. them. 



«*■•■ 



^ What was the Ark wJiich the i>- 
vltes carried before the Ifraelites over the 
River Jordan. 

A. It was ibmething like a Box, iQ. 
which God commanded the two Tables of 
the Law to be carefully kept, and this 
Ark he committed to the Care of the Le^ 
vites, and did not fuifer it to be produced^ 
but upon extraordinary Occaiions. 



CH k«. 
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CHAP. XV, 

The Book of Judges. 

AFTER all thefe Things, yo/hua6\e^ 
in a good old Age, and he had been 
ib worthy a Man, that all 7)^^/ Mourned 
for him many Days. They remained fome 
Time without any Judge, and being like 
a Flock of Sheep without a Shepherd^ 
very often went aftray, Inftead of obey- 
ing the Laws of God, which they had 
been £0 often tauglit, a^id which were Suf- 
ficient to guide them, they chofe to follotiir 
the Inclinations of theif own Hearts^ 
which were always difpofcdto Evil. Bad 
People cannot live long in Peace and 
Quiet with one another, for they always 
want more than they have a Right to, and 
do not Scrapie injuring others. Unjuft 
Actions muft always produce Quarrels, 
for no Body will let another of^refs him 
if he can help it* 

The People of Gibed^ of the Tribe of 
Beryamin, did a mod barbarous wicked 
Thing by one of the Levites^ which all the 
other Tribes refolved to punifh them fou 
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The reft of the Benjamites, inftead of cha- 
ftiziag their wicked Relations, took their 
Part. This brought on a Civil War in 
which the Tribe of Benjamin was almoft all 
deftroyed. A Civil War is when People 
of the fame Nation go to War with each 
other. This was a very bloody one, but 
when it was over the other Tribes re- 
pented having dealt fo hardly with their 
Brethren the Benjamites, and they becatne 
■ good Friends again. 

They were however muchopprefled by 
tbeir Neighbours, the Syrians. They cal- 
led to God for Help, and he appointed 
Othniel to bj their Judge, who fought their 
Battles and dejivered them from their 
Enemies. After his Death they fell injto 
Idolatry, and then God delivered them 
into the Hands of the MoabifcSy but when 
they repented EAz^rf was made Judge of 
Jfraely and, beat their Adveifaries. The 
next Judge was Sharngar, he conquered 
t\iQ PhiliJtineSy who ha J fallen upon them, 
but when he died they returned again. 
Then a wife Woman, named Debonah the 
Prophetefs, and Barak a valiant Man, 
both goveintd Jfracl together, and gained 
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a great Vi<Slory over the Philifitnes. When 
the Jfraelites found themfelves delivered; 
from their Enemies, they were very 
joyful ; arid Deborah the Prophetefs made 
a fine Song called a Hymn or Plalm of 
Thankfgiving, fuch as we fing in the 
Churches, to praife God foif }f\s Goodne& 
to us« 

After the Death of Deborah, the Ifrael^ 
ites fell again into Idolatry, and God p^r^ 
mitted the Mdianites to opprefs them for 
feven Years j but when they w^re peni- 
tent and called to him for Help, he fent 
his Angel to call Gideon^ who was thr€|(h*- 
ing Wheat in a Barn, and Gideon, with 
God's holy Help, foon freed them from 
their Eneiliies. 

When he died, one of his Spns> called 
jpimelech^ murdered almoft all hrs Bro^ 
thers, intending to be King of Ifraet^ 
This occaiioned grefit Difturbances among 
them, but they were quelled by his un- 
timely Death, for he who thought hlmfelf 
ftronger and greater than all Men^ would 
not fubmit even to his Maker j fo God> 
that be might ferve as an Example, cauf- 

D 2 ^^ 
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ed his Life to be takeD away by a Womaa 
Uiromng a Stone at him. 

To/a was Judge after him, and then 
jfair ; in both their Times the Ifraelites 
provoked God by their Sins, and he deli- 
vered th^mvii^ to xht Ammonites^ After 
this the People became penitent, and then 
he gave them jfephtha as their Judge. He 
was a great Warrior, but one rafti Aftioa 
that he committed, made the Remainder 
of his Life unhappy. When he was go- 
ing out to fight the Ammonites J he vowed, 
if God gave him the Viftory, he would 
facrifice the firft Thing he met when he 
returned Home. He did conquer the 
Ammonites f but hi'f only Daughter not hav- 
ing heard of his Vow, was fo impatient to 
fee her Father again,' that (he met him 
firft of all, fo to his great Grief he was 
obliged to facrifice her according to his 
Vow. When the poor old Man, Jephtha^ 
died, lb%an was Judge in his Place ; after 
Ibzan fucceeded Elon^ and after Elon^ 
Abdon was Judge. When Ahdon died the 
Phi lijiines opprefftd IJrael very much, till 
Sampfon was fent by the Almighty to de*- 
Jiyer them. It pleafed God to make 

Sampfon 
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Sampfon the flrongeft Man in the World. 
He killed a Lion without any Help, and 
deftroyed many of the Fhilijiives. At 
length he fell into their Hands, but not 
till he had killed a thoufand of themAvith 
only the Jaw-bone of an Afs, and then he 
carried away upon liis Back the Gates of 
the City where he was confined, and made 
his Efcape. But it was not long before 
they got him again, by the Treachery of 
a wicked Woman called Dalilah. The 
PJuliftines offered her Money if fhe would 
find fome Means to deliver him up to 
them. The Way fhe took was to perfuadc 
him to tell her, as a Secret, what it was 
that made him ftronger than other Men. 
He held out fome Time, but at laft he 
wa€ fo indifcreet as to tell her, that his 
Strength could not be conquered fo long 
as he kept the Hair upon his Head, but 
the Moment it was fhaved off he fhould 
be no ftronger than other Men. When 
that bafe Woman knew the Secret,, fhe 
watched till he fell afleep, then cut off hi& 
Hair^ bound him and called to the Pbili^ 
ftines to come and take him. When he 
waked and found his Strength gone^ he 
was obliged to fubmit, and let them carry 

D 3 him 
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him to Prifon, where they put out his Eyes, 

and made him labour at turnihg a Mill. 

One Day the Philiftines made a great 
?eaft to their GoA Dagon^ in his Temple, 
land when they were in the midft of theit 
Mirth arid Jollity, they fent for Sampfon 
to laugh at him and teize him. But th^ 
Time was come \yhen it pleafed God tb 
deliver his People from fucb cruel Ene- 
mies, for Sampfon's Hair was grown again, 
and with k his Strength returned. So 
when he found himftlf in the Rooixi with 
thofo vite People, he called upon God td 
*elp him, then took hold of the Pilhiti 
that ibppotted the Building, arid loolen- 
ing theln, the Roof fell down ahd crulhed 
them y 1 to Death. After this the Ifrudifet 
wei^ qui^^t for feveral Years, and jE//, the 
High Prieft, became Judge of fjrad. 
*rh«jr€ was a young Man riained Samuel^ 
who had been bred up undw ^U from a 
Child 5 and ^muel was fo pious arid vir- 
tuous a Ybufh, that'God was frequently 
pka&d to fpeak with him, and reveal to 
him his Will, fo that he befcame a gi'eat 
Prophet. As for Eli the High Prieft ho 
H^^goodhimUlf, but he fufFered his Chil- 
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dren to be wicked, and that is a great 
Sin. His two Sons, Hophni and PhhieaSf 
behaved very ill ; and though he knew it 
was his Duty to punifli them while they 
were young, in order to m\ke them bet- 
ter, he gave hlmfelif no Trouble about it ; 
and as they were not contradifted, they 
grew worfe and worfe. THey at laft 
brought on their own ruin, as well as their 
Father's, for they were killed in Battle 
by the Philijlines^ who over-ran all the 
Country : The Ark alfo was lakfen ; and 
when old Eli heatd the News, he fell 
tiown and died with Grief. Then was 
Samuel made a Judg6 in his Place, who 
kept the People in very good Order, and 
followed tfce Will of God in all Things. 
However, the JfraeliUs at laft grew tired 
of having only Judges over them, and 
had a Mind to be governed by a King, as 
other nations were^ aftd as we are in this 
Kyigdoda. God Almighty, who knows 
all Things, knew they would never be 
£6 hkppy under a King as under a great 
Prophet, like Samuel^ who confulted his 
Will, in every Thing.; but he told them, 
Kince they hadlbgreat al^eiire for a King 
they ihould have one. Accordingly he 
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commanded Samuel to anoint a young 
Man called SauU of the Tribe of Benja- 
min. It is an antient Cuftom to anoint a 
King with Oi,l, before he is crowned; 
therefore^ God commandied it as a Token 
tJiat Saul was the King he had choTe iox 
them. Samuel^ however, ftill governed 
Jfrael for a great while longer, becaufe 
the People knew he was a good Man and 
a great Prophet, 



^ What is a Prophet ? 

>f. A Prophet is one that God favours 
fo much as to reveal his Will to him, by 
which Means he knows more than other 
People, and is able to foretel Things that 
are to happen, and this is called Pro* 
phefying. 

Some filly People fency that Witches 
and Conjurers have the fame Power of 
foretelling Things, or, as they callit. 
Fortune-telling; but Witches and Con- 
jurers are all Cheats and Impofiors,. who 
pretend to know what they do not know, 
with a Defign to get one's Money, and 
to cheat one^ and 'tis a great Sin, as well 

as 
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as Folly, to afk them Queftions, or liften 
to them. 

A true Prophet is very unlike thefe 
Cheats; he does not attempt to get our 
Money, but endeavours to make us good;- 
and may be known by the wonderful 
Works which God enables him to do, as- 
he did Mofes and many others* Thefe 
wonderful Works are called Miracles; but 
Miracles are now ceafed, there have been 
fione fince our Saviour and his Apoftles 
left the World, and we have no Reafon 
to expert any more, becaufe the Chriftian 
Religion is fufficient for every good Pur- 
ppfe, as you will know when you have > 
learnt it* . 

SI: What is making a Vow ? 

jd. Xo make a Vow to God, is to take^ 
an Oath when we are in any ,Diftrefs, ,thatt 
if God will .relieve us,- we will in return ^ 
do fuch a Thing for him.. This is a^ 
foolifli and a finful Pradice, for God is' 
not to be bargained with like aMan«. All ' 
he does for us is of his own free Goodnefs, , 
for we can give him. . nothing,, becaufe ^ 
every Thing is his own, and he can take 
it when he.pleafes ; and he defires nothing 

D 5^ of 
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srf 4W but that we worfhip him devoutly, 
and obey his Law??, as he has told us in 
many Parts of the Scripture. 

W-e ihould be very cautious, even tb 
make ^ Vow, or tate an Oath to one an^ 
«ether, for wlien once the Words are gone 
<rut'of our Lips, if they are not unlawful, 
that Is, contrary to the Law, wemuftptr- 
^*>rm them. For nothing is fo bafe as not 
keeping one's Promife j and no Body will 
tegard one after having broke it. But it 
is ftiil worfe even than that, to take a falfb 
Oath ; that is, to fwear a Thing to be true 
which we know to be otherwife, or tb 
fwear a Thing to be falfe which we know 
to be true. Either of thefe Kind of falfe 
Oaths are called Perjury ; which is a moft 
torrible Sin, fuch as we can fcarce hope 
to be pardoned for : At leaft not till after 
ftiifering the moft fevere Punifliments, 
from the. Hand of God. 

^ What is a High Prieft ? 

^. The High Prieft among the Jews 
was he that was fet over the other Levites 
to govern them, and take Care that they 
did their Duty in praying and reading the 
Bible to the People, and fuch Things. As 
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the Archbifhops are now fet over the 
Bifhops, and thofe over the other Clergy, 
the Deans, the Minifters and Curates. 

^ Where do we find the Hiftory of 
thefe Judges? 

A. You will find it all in that Part of 
the Scriptures called the Book of Judges. 
There were fifteen of them after the Death 
of Jcjhua ; Othyiiely Ehud, Skamgar, De^ 
horah, Barak, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, 
Jair, yephttta, Ii%an, Elon, Abdon, Samp^- 
fan, Eli, and Samueh. 

•OF X^ ^K ' «Bb qBF ftp ^Sd TEdiSB JEd chs zS clB tS 99 «flp vf 9fi. Sv 

C HAP. XVIl 

The Rtign of King &iw/. 

/T^HOUGH Saul had' been anointed 
* King^ he was ftill too young to go- 
vern the People ; therefore went back to - 
his Father's Houfe, and iftaid there-till the; 
King o{ Ammon attacked the Ifraelites, 
that is, made Wax upon thein«i Saul then 
remembering he was their King,, put 
himfelf at the Head of .their Army, and 
heidLX. t\\^ Ammonites ', upon which the 7/"- 
raelibes were.fQ pleafed witb his Cooca^;^ 

D 6- ^^ 
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tnd Prudence, that they acknowledged 
faim to be their King. After this, he 
gained many other Vidories, but at laft 
he grew proud and prefumptuous, and 
by that Means loft the Favour of God, 
He that gave him his Crown refolved to 
deprive him of it, fince he proved un- 
worthy. And. fo highly was the Al- 
mighty offended with him, that he would 
not permit Jonathan^ the..Son of Satdy to 
be King after him, but fixed upon David, 
4Jie Son of Jejfe. 

CHAP. xvu. 

The Reign of King David. 

T\ JVID was of the ifribe of Judah^ 
and great Grandfon to Ruth, wha was 
a very good Woman, and had been re*- 
markable for her dutifial Behaviour to her 
Mother-in-law. Her Story is in the Holy 
Bible, and is called. The Book tf Ruth. 
Her Son Obed was the Father of JeJ^y 
and Jejfc was the Father of I>avid. . 

After Darvid had been anointed King 
ky the Commdini of.God^ he continued 
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with his Family waiting till God thought 
•proper that he fliould Reign over the If- 
raeliles, in the Place of Saul. 
« 

. Some Time after, Saul being difturbed 
in Mind J and very miferable, bicaufe he 
Jcnew he had ofF«nded God, deiired his Ser- 
vants to fend fome Body who could play 
well upon the Harp, to amufe his Grief. 
David could play better than any Body, fo 
he was fent for. His Mufick was fo fine 
that the King was much pleafed : He 
liftened to hina with Delight, and yet the 
Moment David ceaftd playing, the Dif- 
temper of SauPs Mind returned. There 
is no Cure for a. guilty Confcience, but 
^reconciling one's felf to God by hearty 
Repentance and Amendment, of Life. 
So David vrent bapk to his Father. 

Soon after the Philiftines made War 
upon the Ifraelites^ and fent Goliah, a 
Giant, to challenge any one of them. A 
Giant is a Man much taller and ftronger 
than other Men : And Gcliah was fo great 
a Giant, that not one of Said's Soldiers 
durft encounter him, though So/i/promifed 
hU Qaughter in Marriage to the Man that 
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(hould kill him. He came out for fevcral 
Days together, daring them to Battle; 
but they were all terrified at the Sight of 
him. At laft young David happened to 
be fent to the Camp, to bring fomt Pro- 
vifions to. his Brothers, who werelSoIdielr^. 
When he faw the Giant, and heard his in- 
folent Language, God infpired him with 
Courage, and he refolved to go out and 
meet him, All the Army oi Ifrael won- 
dered and trembled for him : And, when 
Goliah faw what a Stripling he was, he 
fuppofed he had been fent to rhock him, 
and was very angry. He raifed up his 
Club, intending to knock out the young 
Man's Brains, but David turned afide 
and efcaped the Blow. He then threw 
« Sfone at the Giant, which (truck his 
Forehead, and he fell do^n : . Then Da^ 
vid ran to him before he could recover, 
fcimfelif, drew out Goliah\ Sword as he lay 
upon the Ground, and with it cut oif bis 
l^ead. David did many other great 
Things, becaufeGcdaffifted him; which 
ttiade all the People admire him, and 
giood yo^nathan, the Son of Saul, loved 
him as his own Soul. But as bad People 
are always jealous of thofe who are better 

liked 
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liked than thertifelves ; fo Saul hated 
David, and would have been glad to do 
him any Mifchief If he could, though he 
was become his Son-in-law, being mar- 
ried to his Daughter. 

He tried fo often to put David lo 
Death-, tiat he was obliged to run away 
and hide himfelf, fometimes with the 
Prophet Samuel^ and fomctimes with the 
Philijlines. But the Philifiines grew fuf- 
picious, . and took, him for a Spy, fo he 
durft not ftay long with them. He wan- 
dered about in Defarts, and lodged in 
Caves, while «SW was aln^oft mad with 
fury that he coulfl not find him. In the 
mean Time David gained many Friends, 
who went to him, and ihared his Dif- 
trefles; and there were feveral of the 
Jfra^Utei that afllfted him. There was» 
however, one Man called Nabal, who 
was brutal and churlifli, and behaved 
with Rougtinefs and IH-natute to him. 
But his Wife Jbigaily a prudent, fenfible 
Woman, was much concerned when fli^ 
heard of it,, and to fave her Hu(band 
from the Refentment he had Reafon.td 
expetSt, (he weat to D&vid to make all 

the 
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the Excufes (he could, and to afk bis 
Pardon. David was fo pleafed with her 
Civility, that, for her Sake, he forgave \ 
her Hufband ; and foon after, when Na^ 
bal died, he married her, and thought 
himfelf very happy to have got fuch a dilr 
erect Woman for a Wife. 

But fiill he could enjoy no Quiet, £)r 
Saul purfued him wherever he went. One 
Day Saul happened to go into a Cave 
where David was hid with two or three 
of his Friends in a Corner, out of Sight. 
Then Saul was in David's Power, ind he 
could have ended all his Difirefles, by 
putting his unjufi Enemy to Death : But 
a good Man would fuifer any Thing rather > 
than take Revenge,, or do a bafe AA» 
and would always return Good for Evil. 
So Dcnid let Sa«/ efcape, and yet that 
ftubborn King continued ftill to be 
David's Enemy. 

Another Time SauF^ Life was again in 
David's Power, but no Provocation could 
tempt him to do him any Hurt, fo they 
parted again ; and then David to be in- 
tirely out of his Way, went and lived in 
ibe Country of the PJ?il{/iines. . 
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Some Time after, a frefh War broke 
out between that Nation and the Ifraelites, 
in which Saul and Jonathan his Son were 
killed in Battb. When David heard the 
News he was much concerned for Saul^ 
becaufe he had been his Farher-in-law 
and his King, and he grieved moft ex« 
ceedly for Jonathan^ who had always 
behaved to him as a Brother and a Friend* 
He made a fine Pfalm called the Lamea-- 
tation of Said and Jonathan^ and fet it to 
Mufick. 

After the Time of Mourning was paff, 
firft two of the Tribes, and then the other 
ten acknowledged D^iv/flf King of Ifrael. 

^ He ruled for a great while with Juftice 
and Mercy, and was a wife and a great 
King. He never forgot the Friendihip 
of Jonathan towards him, but treated a 
poor lame Son that he left behind, called 
Mephibojheth, with the fame Affedion that 
he. did his own Children. All his Sub* 
je<5is were happy under his Government. 
He was very devout, and made a Num- 
ber of fine Songs or Pfalms. We have 
in the Bible an hundred and fifty moflly 
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wrote by him, which are called the PfaTms 
oi David. Someof thefe are penitential, 
that is, wrote when he was penitent for 
Sins, and imploring God's Forgivenefs j 
and fome are Thankfgivings for Mercies 
received. Some defcribe the Goodnefs 
and Greatnefs, and all the Wonders of 
Almighty God, and others are propheti- 
cal, that is, filled with ProphefiSs of wh;ai 
fhould hereafter happen. 

Darid alfo coUeAed all the Riches he 
could get, either in Gold or Silver, Ivory, 
fCi^OQS Stones of line Titt\ber^ and laid 
them by^ as Materialsifor building a great 
Temple at Jetufakm, fuch as we now catt 
a Church, in which People meet to wor- 
fliijp God. This was what he had chkHy 
ft heart ; but it was iiot the Will of God 
that the Temple ^o«ld be beguft, during 
Dtuid^s Life Time^ He was however, 
gracioufly pleafed to acquaint him, by one 
of bis Prophets, that he approved of his^ 
Inteiition, and that it fliould be efxecuted 
in the Reign of Solomon his Son. In fliort, 
David was fo religious and fo good that 
all his .Neighbours loved him, and God 
called him the Mia after his own Heart,. 
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and gave him every Bteffing he could 
wHh for. 

Who would have thought that fuch a 
wife Prince could ever do wrong ? But 
the foolifh Pleafures of the World, the 
Kiches he poffeffed, and the Refpe6^ every 
Body paid him tempted him to forget his 
Duty to God his Maker, and think of no- 
thing but pleafing himfelf. Whoever does 
that Will foon be led aftray by the evil 
Spirit, who is always endeavouring to put 
bad Thoughts into our He^da, and ger^ 
fuadirhg us to do every Sort of wi^JTOl 
Thing. It Was jiift fo with David ^ wheii^ 
ever he negtedled ftudying to pleafe Grod^ 
and began to think of pleafing himfeTf 
only, he fell into the ^reateft Sins 5 t)iA 
God Almighty wfeis fo goodastoferid him 
great Affliftiohs, w^hich made him think 
of his Sins and repent. After a great 
deal of Sorrow and refolving to amend hi& 
Life, the Almighty forgave him and 
bleffed him again. The Sins of David 
were very great indeed, but his Sorroifi^ 
for them was great too, and his Puntfh* 
ment very fevere^ which is what aH Sin-^* 
ners muft expeft, Dwid fuiFered gttat 
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Sicknefs for his Crimes, and met with 
terrible Affli<Sions in his Family. They 
were all at Variance among each other, 
and Jbfaloniy one of his Sons, rebelled 
againft him. He alfo loft the Love of 
Jbis People, for who can love a Perfoa 
that has offended God ? The greateftPart 
of them joined vfhh yibfalo/rif aad made 
him King, and drove David out of Jeru^ 
falem, his capital City , but wheaGodhad 
fufficiently humbled him, he deftroyed 
jibfalom's Army, and the young Man 
himfelf loft his Life. The People thea 
vd^ped to David their old King. He 
grieved a long while for his Son jibfalom, 
and took Care never to offend God any 
more. He lived to a great Age, and led 
a very pious Life, and God to reward: 
))im, permitted his Son Solomon, though 
but a youth, to fucceed him to the 
Crown of JfraeL 



^ Are the Pfalms of David the fame 
which are faid at Church ? 

ji. Yes, and they are divided into thirty 
Parts, that we may fay them all in a 
Month; by repeating a few of them twice 

every 
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every Day, at Publick Prayers. But we 
muft fay them with our Hearts, as well as 
with our Mouths ; for it is of no Ufe to 
repeat the Words of a Prayer, unlefs we 
think, at the fame Time, what we are 
faying. There is nothing can be more 
offenfive to God than to let our Thoughts 
ramble, either at public or private Prayer. 

^ Is it a Sin tb divert ourfelve^, and 
to be merry ? 

urf." Very fer from it ; God Almighty, 
who is Goodnefs itfelf, and loves us, per- 
mits us to be as merry, and to divert our- 
felves as well as we can, provided ourDi^ 
veriion or Mirth is notfinful, thatis, does 
not hurt ourfelves or others. When it can 
do no Harm, it is called innocent Mirth, 
and good People always feel Mirth and 
Pleafure, becaufe they know that God 
Almighty loves them, and protefts them. 
It is however, certainly a Sin. to employ 
our whole Time in Diverfion only, be- 
caufe that prevents all neceflary and ufe- 
fill Bufinefs from being done. But as 
King Davicts Son fays, in the Book of 
Ecclejiqfies, 



T# 
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To every Thing there is a Seafon, and 
a Time to every Purpofe under Heaven,: 

A Time to lie bora, and a Time to die 5 
, a Time to plant, and a Time to pluck 
away that which is planted, 

A Time to weep, and a Time to laugh, 
a TimQ to mourn, and a Time to dance. 

Wife People, therefore, are always 
careful to divide their Time in a proper 
Manner, 

CHAP, xviir. 

The Reign of King Solomon. 

I^OLOMON had been taught by his. 
Parents, that Religion and Virtue was 
true Wiidom ; apd that Irue Wifdom is, 
more valuable th^n Riches, becaufe it 
procures us the Efteem of all the Worlds 
and purchafes eternal Happinefs in the. 
next. Therefore, when he prayed for 
God's Bleffing, he afked for nothing but 
Wifdom i and the Almighty was fo 

^ pleafed 
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pfeafed with his Moderation, that he 
granted him the Wi£dom he aiked for^ 
and Riches and Honours b^des« By this 
Means he was the greateft King we ever 
heard of, and to this Day when we would 
praife any Body's Wifdom, we fay they 
are as wife as Solomon. He did many 
good Tfiings, which are mentioned in the 
Scriptures; and wrote fome of the Books 
that are in it. One of them is called the 
Proverbs of Solomon. It is full of wife 
layings, and pretty Thoughts, very inni- 
proving and entertaining. He built th^ 
Temple of ytrufaltm, which his Father 
bft him Materials for, and Dire<5):ions how 
it fhould be built and finiftied. Thofe 
Direftions David had received from God 
himfelf I fo that no Temple ever was fo 
beautifuK We find the Defcription of it 
in the Holy Scriptures. Solomon alfo built 
a great Palace for himfelf, and feveral 
other £ne Buildings. And his Wifdom: 
was fo mugh talked of Abroad, that the 
Queen of Sheba came from a di&vit 
Country, to fee him, and admire the 
Wonders of his Court, 

Yet, 
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Yet, even this great and good and wife 
Man went aftray ; as Aiam fell, witK all 
his Innocence, fo Solomon fell, with all his 
Wifdom. We all muft remember to have 
read how careful Abraham v/zs to chufe a 
good Wife for his Son Ifaai ; and aifo how 
Jfaac when he grew old, fent Jacob as fsit 
as Padan^Jram, two Days Journey, to 
marry one of his Coufins, becaufe they 
had had a good Education, A good 
Woman behaves well to her Hulband, 
and takes Care of his Family and Chil- 
dren : But Solomon^ wife as he was, did 
not confider that. He took Wives from 
among bad People, that were Idolaters 
and idle, and did nothing but eat and 
drink and make merry. Thefe bad Wo- 
men perfuaded Solomon to do like them- 
felves, by which Means he fell from all 
his Glory. He was defpifed in his old 
Age, and a Prophet from God foretold 
him that the Crown of Ifrael (hould not 
continue in his Family; fo he died in 
Shame and Difgrace. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

iJTie Divifion of the Kmgdom undc> 

Rehoboam. 

j^EHtiBOJM, the Son of Solomon, 
fucceeded him, but did not refembl© 
him in Wifdom. He had not Sehfe 
enough either to afk it of God, or to con- 
fult' the experienced old Men whom his 
Father ufed to employ in the Affairs of 
the Nation. * This weak Prince, on the 
contrary, encouraged by his young and 
foolifh Companions, behaved to his Sub-» 
jedh with fuch Pride and Severity that 
ten of the twelve Tribes rebelled againft 
him, and made Jeroboam, the Son of 
Ntbat, their King. Only two of ^he 
Tribes continued with Rehoboantf the 
Tribe of Judah and that of Benjamin i 
and God Almighty never permitted him 
nor his Sons to regain the reft. So that 
he remained only King of y«rf^A, while 
Jeroboam was called King of Ifrael^ 

This Jeroboam, the Son of Nebat was a 
very bad Man, and an Idolater, and fo 
were his Sons that reigned after him, and 

jp* every 
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every King that fucceeded them. There 
was about twehty of them, one after an- 
other, that is, in Succeffion. Omri, the 
fourth King, built a great City, called 
Samaria^ aind it became the Capital, that 
is, the chief City in Ifrael, as Jerufalem 
was the capital City of the Kingdom of 
Judah. 

C H A ?• XX. 

The Captivity of the Ifraelites^ 

/^ OD Almighty b-^re with their Idola- 
^^ tries, and other Sins, f )r fome Time 
to le^ve them room to repent, but at laft, 
as their Wickednefs increafed, he would 
fuffcT it no longer. So in the Reign of 
Hojhea, the'r laft King, Samaria was 
taken by the K\n^ of jdjjyriay and Hojhea 
with almoft all liis People, were carried 
away in'o Babylon, the Capital of jijyria; 
and, at the fame Time, a Number of 
Babylonians were lent to -Samaria^ to in- 
habit that City, and enjoy the Lands of 
the Iftatlites. 

- .. ' ^ What 
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^ What were the Names of all thofe 
Kings o[ Ifrael? 

A Jeroboam, Nadab, Baajha, Elah, 
Zimri, Omri, Ahab^ Ahaziah, Jehoram, 
Jehu^ JehoakaZy Jeroboam, Zachariah, 
Shallwn,, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, 
Ho/hea. 

CHAP. XXT. 

The taking of Jerufalem, and the De* 
ftruftion of the Temple. 

AS for the Kingdom of Judak, it Was 
-^^ governed by Kings of the Family of 
David^ for fourteen Generations, and to 
the Number of twenty Kings after him» 
Some of thofe Kings were good Men, like 
their Grandfather David^ fuch as Afa, 
Amaziahj Azariah, Jotham, Hezeh'ak, 
and Jofiah, but moft of th'e others fol- 
lowed the Example of their Brethren, the 
Kings of Ifrael, and were Idolaters, like 
them. The People alfo of the one King-- 
dom became as bad as thofe of the other. 
The Goodnefs of God did not fail to warn 
them, by feveral Prophets, that he would 

£ IL deftroy 
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deflroy them as a Nation, if they perfifted 
in their Wiokednefs. We. read in the 
Bible of Elijah and Eli/ha, great Pro- 
phets; alfo, of Hofea^ jimos, Zedekiahp 
Micaiahf and a great Number of others, 
who were all fent for that Purpofe, Not 
one of thefe were able to perfuade the 
Jews, that is, the Judeans, to amend their 
Lives, and even the Example of the fatal 
End of the Kingdom of Ifrael was not 
fufFicient to induce that of- yudah to re- 
form, fo that in the Reign of Zedekiah, 
King of Judah^ that Kingdom alfo was 
over-run by the AJjrians^ who carried 
away the King and People to. Babylon^ 
and plundqred the Temple of God, 



^ What wei'e the Naipe^s of the Kings 
of yudahy from Rehoboam ? 

A. Rehoboam^ Abijah^ Afa^ Jehofaphat^ 
Jehoram^ /iha%lah, Joajh, Amaziah, U%%i-. 
ah^ Jotham, Aha%^ Hezekiak, ManaJJeh, 
Jojiah^ JehoahaZi yehQt'akim, Jehoiachin^ 
Zedekiah. 

^ \^ here can we find the Hiftory of 
all thefe Kinga? 

A. We can find a full Account of all- 

thefe 
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thefe Kings in that Part of the Bible 
called the Books of Samuel y and in the 
Books of Kings y and of Chronicles. 

CHAP. XXII. 

The Return of the Captives, and Re- 
ftoration of the Temple. 

'TpHE yews continued in the Land of 
■■' their Captivity about feventy Years. 
At the End of that Time, Cyrus, King of 
Perjia, being alfo King of Babylon, God 
• Altaighty »put it in his Mind a fid H^att 
10 fend Home the Children of IfrAeL 

They were by that Time fufficiently 
humbled, and very penitent, arid rievfer 
telapfed into Idolatry again. God there- 
fore took Cbmjpaflion on them, and they 
were enabted , after fome Difficulties, to 
Settle themfelves again at Jerufalem, and 
f<3pair and beautify the Temple, but they 
coxild not toake it fo fine as it had been at 
vfirll. HoMt^ever, the High Priefts and 
jLfv/f^i officiated m a regular Mannelr, 
aj|d tb^ Service of the Temple was con- 
. ' E a dufted 
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dufled with Decency, for th^y had th* 
free Exercife of their Religion ; though 
in moft other Matters, they were obliged 
to fubmit to a Governor, appointed by 
ihe Kings of Perjia. 

We read of the Prefervation of thefe 
Captives, of their Return, and of the' 
Repairing of the Temple, and rebuilding 
the Walls of the City, in the Books of 
Ezra,' Nehemiah, and Efthet^ which are- 
Part of the Holy Bible. We alfo find ia 
(hat divine and wonderful Volume, the 
Prophefies of Jfaiah, of yeremidh, Ezecki^ 
cl^ Daml, and twelve other leller Pro-- 
phets, which foretold all thofe greaf 
Events. 

I 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Of the Four Monarchies. 

. ^Tp H E next Thmg the Prophets fore- 

■* told was God's Revenge upon the 

Affyrians or Babyloniam, whofe City was to 

be deftroyed by the Perjtam, for having 

treated the IJradiUs with fudi cruelty. 

They 



Of the Four Monarchies^ 1 03 

They alfo foretold that thofe Ferfians 
would afterwards be conquered by the 
Greeks 9 and that thofe Greeks would, at 
laft, be overcome by the Romans^ which 
Romans, would become Mafters of the 
World ; that the Jews would, as well as 
other Nations, be obliged to fubmit to 
them, and that after all thofe Things, our 
Saviour Ghriji would come into the World, 
All this has accordingly come to pafs, 
and thefe four Monarchies, or Powers,, 
have governed the World in their Turn. 
Firft, the Affyrians who fubdued the two 
Kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah, and every 
other Country within their Reach, Se- 
condly, the PerJianSy who, commanded 
by Cyrus, made themfelves Mafters of the 
proud City of Babylon, and permitted the 
yews to return Home. Several other 
Kings of Perfia fucc^eded him, till, third- 
ly, the Greeks, commanded by King Aex-- 
ander, called, the Great, marched into 
Perfia, beat their Armies, and took Pof- 
feflion of their Dominions. The Jews 
were frequently difturbed by them till 
they fubmitted to the Romans, who, 
fourthly, came out of a City called Rome, 
and,* by degrees, vanquiflied every Na- 

E 4 tioa 
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tion in the World. When every Coufktty 
kid yielded to them, and all Nations weie 
at Peace, Auguftus Cafar was Emperor of 
Rome ; at which happy Time our bleiled 
Saviour came to redeem us all. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 
Of the Book of Job. 

T Have now given an Account of every 
* Part of the Bible which is called th« 
•Old Teftament, except the Book of Job^ 
It contains the Life of that good Man^ 
and is one of the fineft Stories in ther 
Holy Scripture. They do not tell us i» 
what Time he lived ; but he is mentioned 
as a Pattern of Goodnefs, Patience, and 
Submiflion to the Will of GkxI. When^ 
he was rich, happy, and profperous, b» 
outdid all others as much in Goodnefs as 
in Profperity. Thofe whom God parti-* 
tularly blefles in this World, are gene- 
rally envied by ill-natured People, and 
cfpecially by the evil Spirit, who hates 
all the Favourites of Heaven. He in- 
treated the Ainughty to permit him to 

torioexit 
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torment and afflicft Job, in Hopes that 
might provoke him to do or fay fome- 
thing wrong. God Almighty knew that 
Job would withftand all Temptation, and 
that he could afterwards make up to him 
any Sufferings he might undergo, by 
multiplying newBleflings upon hini. He 
therefore gave him up for a Time to th^ 
€vil Spirit, that the World might be ac- 
quainted with his Virtue, and take Ex- 
ample by it. No Man ever underwent 
harder Trials ; for he was deprived of afl 
his Fortune, his Frifends, and his Chil^ 
dren, and fuffered the moft painful Sick- 
nefs; but thofe ferved to fhow his great 
Dependance upon God, and his Humi- 
lity, and that the Devil had no Poweir 
t)ver his Mind, When Joh\ Piety had 
been iufficiently manifefted, God Al^ 
mighty reftored to him all he had loff, 
'Fortune, Friends, Children, and Health, 
and added a great deal more, fo that tht 
latter End of his Life was ftill more 
profp^rous than the Beginning had been. 



^ Are there no more Rooks in the 

Old Teftartient thin thofe wc have taken 
Notice of? 

/ ' Eg ^. No, 
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ji. No, for I have mentioned the Ev% 
Books of Mofes, Jcjhua^ Judges^ and the 
fix hiftorical Books before the Captivity ; 
Alfo three Books relating to the return of 
the Captives ; the Pfalms of Davidy the 
feveral Writings of King Solomon^ the 
prophetical Books of Ifaiahs, Jeremiah^ 
Ezeh'el, and Daniel, the twelve leffer Pro- 
phets, and the Book of Job. All th^fe 
together complcat thofe facred Writings? 
which we call the OW Teftament. How- 
ever we find in fome Bibles, at the End 
of the Old Teftament, the Books of 
Efdras, Tobity yudith, and feveral others^^ 
which are called Apocryphal, that is^ 
doubtful; for the Jews only regarded 
them as Hifiories, and did not fuppoie^ 
them to have been wrote by divine Infpi«« 
fation, as the Bible is. Since, therefore, 
the Jewsy from whom we received the* 
Bible, did not acknowledge the Apocry* 
pha as Part of it, we have no Reafon ta 
believe that it is, but great Reafon to be* 
lieve that it is notj for in many Places it 
Is contrary to the Holy Scriptures. Wo 
therefore cannot depend upon th^ Truth. 
of any Thing we read in thefe apocryphal 
Books, and only read them fox JEntertain/% 

«eae. 
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ment But tlie Roman Cathollcks believe 
every Word of thetn> though they are fo 
contrary to Scripture, and that is one of 
the Caufes of thofe People having fallen 
into fo many Errors or Miftakes, in 
Matters of Religion. 
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CHAP. XXV. 
The Life of our Saviour* 

r 

/^ U R Lord and Saviour yefus Chrijt^ 
* ^^ was born of the Virgin Mary, of 
whom^/^prophefied, faying, A Virgin 
Jhall he with Child » andfhall bring forth a 
Son, and they Jhall call his Name Enamuel, 
God with us., 

This divine Perfon had no earthly Fa* 
ther, for though Mary's Parents had con- 
tra«5^ed her to Jofeph, they did not yet 
live together; and God Almighty was 
pleafed to reveal to Jofeph in a Dream, 
that his Wife Mary was the Woman fore* 
told in the Scriptures, and that when the 
Child was born, he muft give him the 
Name of Jefus. Soon after his Birth, 

E 6 fome 
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fome wife Men from the'Eaftern ConntTy, 
haying h^n by fome wonderful Means 
apprized of that happy Event, came to 
worfhip him in Judca. Herod ^ whom th# 
Romans had fet over the Land of Judah^ 
was much alarmed at the News, fearing 
that Jefus Chrift would be promoted to 

ibe Throne in his Room. 

« 

This bad Man, therefore, tried to find 
out the Child^ with an Intention to deftroy 
him ; but Jojeph and Mary were fo poor^ 
and fo little known^ that he could not 
difcoverhim* Then cruel Herorf, inordef 
to make fute of him, commanded all the 
Infants to be put to Death, who were itl 
or about Bethlehem^ where it was foretold 
that Chriji fliould be born. But God dif-' 
covered this vile Intention to Jofeph in a? 
Dream, defiring him to make Hafte, and 
take the Child and his Mother jnt6 
Egypt^ They went and ftaid there till 
God informed him by another Dream» 
that Herod was dead, and commanded 
him to return Home, but to go to Na* 
xareth, and not to Bethlehem, for fear of 
Herod's Son, who then reigned, and whd 
was as, cruel as his Father*; 
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When Chri^ was but twelve Years old, 
lie afboniflied all whofaw or heard of him, 
by the fupematurat Wifdom he difplayed. 
But before he made any Appearance as a 
Prophet, John the Baptift was fent out by 
God Almighty, to prepare People's Minds 
for a very great miraculous and holy Vi- 
fitor ; and he exhorted every Body to fuf- 
fer themfelves to be baptized. This Sa- 
crament was inftituted to exprefs, by 
wafhing the Body with Water, when wt 
receive the Name of Chrijiians, that out 
Souls will be cleanfed from all impure 
Thoughts and Defires, if we fincerely 
receive and obey the Doilrines oiChrifi^ 

When our Saviour was about thirty 
Vears old, he began to exert himfelf fui- 
tably^'to the Intentions of his comiftg* 
Firft of all he defired John to bapti^^ 
him, to fhow the Value he fet upon th^ 
Ceremony. He was foofii after attacted 
by the evil Spirit, who was anxious to 
difcover whether he was the promlfed 
McJJiah or not. He tempted him for 
forty Days in fuch a Manner, that if he 
had been a mere Man, he could not have 
refilled i but the Devil could have no 

Power 
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Power over the Son of God. When the 
Tempter had left him he began to call 
upon the People to repent and amend 
their Lives. He afc^ded a high Moun- 
tain, that he might be feen at a great 
Diflance, and raifing his Voice, preached 
a Sermon which exceeds all other Dif- 
courfes that were ever heard. In it he 
teaches the Lord's Prayer, as a Model 
for all Addrefles to the Divinity. Hf 
teaches us alfo that we muft be humbfe^ 
fubmiffive, patient, and good-natured; 
in Ihort, that we muft neither do nor fay, 
nor even think any Thing that is wrong, 
and that we muft ftudy to do all the good 
in our Power, even to our greateft Ene- 
mies. For by fo doing, we imitate God 
himfelf, who bleifes the Idolaters and 
Difobedient, as well as the Piots and 
Obedient, who fends no Afflictions but as 
Remedies or Prefervarives, to^ make us 
better, or to. keep us good, and who 
permits the Sua-lh!ne and refreihing 
ShowerSj to vifit the good and bad alike. 

When our Saviour defcended from the 
Mount, he pradtifed all he had been 
preachingi for he went about doing 

good^ 
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good, and exercifing his Almighty Power 
in favour of every Diflrefs that came in 
Jhis. Way. He cured Diftempers of all 
Kinds by a Word, or a fingle Touch. 
He made the Deaf to hear, the Lame to 
walk, the Blind to fee, the Dumb to 
fpeak, and raifed the Dead to Life. 
There was fuch Virtue, even about his 
mortal Body, that if any diftempered 
Perfon touched it, or touched his Cloaths, 
in hopes of being cured, they were im- 
mediately well J and though he had no 
Lands or Money he fatisfied the Hunger 
of many Thoufands. The Story of his 
raifing Lazarus from the Dead, and the 
whole Account of that Family exhibits 
the mod pleafing Pidure imaginable of 
Divine Benevolence, blended with hu- 
man Tendernefs. Our blefled Lord, not 
.content with doing all this good himfelf, 
reiblved to extend it through his Dif- 
ciples. He therefore called twelve, and 
commanded them to difperfe themfelves 
about to inllru<5t the Ignorant,, as he did, 
and to relieve every Kind of Diftrefs; for 
which Purpofe he endued them with the 
Power of working Miracles, He told 
them they would frequently meet with a 

very 
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very bad return, but they ought tofub- 
xnit patiently for his Sate, and -leave the 
Punifhment to God j for that if we live 
in this World in ever fo inofFenfive t 
Manner, we muft expedl to have fome 
Enemies, 

He then went on, teaching his Dif- 
ciples and the People every Thing that 
was ufeful for them to know. He told 
them alfo a great deal befides relating to 
the Myfteries of Religion. Such as thi 
Nature of his Death and Suffering, of the 
Time and Manner of his fecond Coming 
to judge the World, of the State of d«* 
parted Souls, of original Sin, of the R«>- 
furre<5tion of the Body, and of the Day 
oi ]udgv[\tnt. Thefe Thiigs he related 
only in diftant Hints and Parables, be- 
caufe it is not neceffary, nor indeed pot 
fible for us to comprehend them clearly 
in this Life. Divine WIfdom has told us 
rjuft enough to excite us to do our Duty, 
and to fupport us in Trouble, why thea 
Ihould we defire to know more ? 

All theft amazing Words and Dif^ 
courfes aftoailhed ev^ry Body. Numbers 

of 
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•of the People loved and followed him, 
but the Priefls, the Scribes, the-Sadduces 
and Pharifees were againft him from 
Envy and Jealoufy. Thefe laft were 
Hypocrites, who pretended to be wifer 
and better than other Men, but were full 
of pride and Deceit. Such Men always 
hate thofe who are truly good, efpecially 
when they find they are better liked than 
themfelves. 

They therefore "perfecuted our Lord, 
and tried to puzzle him with artful Quef- 
ribns, and draw him in to fay or do fom©- 
thing contrary to Law, in order to have a 
Pretence for putting him to Death. But 
he Ihowed himfelf as much fuperior to 
them in Underftanding as in Virtue, and 
often fent them away confounded at tha 
Wifdom arid Prudence of his Anfwers. 

However, their Malice gfew to fiich^ 
Height, and they perfuaded fo many to 
unite with them, that our Saviour knew 
they would fdon obtain their Willi, anA 
as he came into the World on Purpofe td 
fufFer Death for our Sins, he prepared 
4iiBifelf and his Difciples £>r that awful 

Event. 
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.Event. 'Our gracious Lord refle<5^Ing, 
that after his Departure, their Hearts 
might be apt to fwell with Pride from the 
Intimacy to which he had admitted them: 
this great Lord of Heaven and Earth re- 
folved to lov/er their Minds by an Ex- 
ample of the moft perfe<Sl and entire 
Humility. He, therefore, the Son of 
God, the fecond Perfon of the Trinity, 
the promifed Mefliah, was fo far from 
afluming to himfelf any fuperior Dignity, 
.that he condefcended to kneel down and 
-wafh his Difciples Feet; the Feet even 
oi Judas 9 who he knew would betray him. 
And, after he had finiftied, he fat down 
and difcourfed with them upon the Virtue 
of Humility, in the moft pathetic Terms. 






On the Night that he was to fall into 
the Hands of his Enemies, he fat down 
to Supper with his Difciples, and ac- 
quainted them that one of that Company 
would betray him ; and hinted that yudas 
Ifcariot was the Man, after Supper he 
brake Bread and blefled it, and gave 
fome to each of them, faying. Take eat^ 
this is my Body, whkh is broken for maty. 
%at this in Remembrance of me. He alfa 

tooli 
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took the Cup of Wine, and gave it to 
them, faying. This is my Blood which is 

Jhed for manyy Drink this in Remembrance 
of me. This is what we call the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, which our 
gracious Mailer defiresmay be frequently 
taken as a Remembrance of what he has 
fufFered, to purchafe for us Forgivenefs 
of Sins, and eternal Life. We ou2;ht to 
receive it with the greateft Thankfulnefs, 
and a fincere Refolution to amend our 
Lives, for unlefs we do the Will of God 

;in every Thing, this Sacrament will be 
of no Benefit to us 5 but on the contrary, 
they who lead bad Lives, will offend God 
the more, by attending to outward Forms, 
while they negk£l the weightier Matters 

. cf the Law. : For our Saviour has faid. 
It is not every one that fays unto me. Lord, 
Lord, that /hall inherit the Kingdom cf 
Heaven, but he that doeth the Will of my 

, Father which is in Heaven. This ought ye 
to have done, and not. to have left the others 

■ undone. Tejhall know a Tree by its Fruits^ 
and every Tree which bringeth not forth 
good Fruit, Jhall he hewn down and cafl into 
the Fire,, there Jhcdl be weeping andgnajh^ 

Jng of Teeth* 
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As for thofe whofe Minds are baptized 
as well as their Bodies, that is, who are 
cleanfed from Wickednefs, and truly 
thankful for the imnienfe Favours that 
have been conferred upon them, with 
what pious Joy do they partake of this 
bleffed Sacrament, and how muft fuch a 
Commenr)oration ftrengthen their MindSj, 
and confirm them in all Goodnefs \ 

The Roman Catholicks are jR> abfurd 
as to believe, that what we eat in this 
Sacrament is changed into the real Body 
and Blv)od of Jefus. This i^ *upjx>fing, 
that our Lord eat of his own Body, for 
lie fupped with them, and that his.Difci* 
|>les fed upon tt before he was dead. It 
is alfo fuppofing, that we eat our God 
^very Time we communicate. It makes 
one Tremble to think of fuch hcMrrid Blaf- 
fihemy, and it grieves one to refleft, that 
the Priefts .of that Religion teach fuch 
Things^ and are fo uncharitable as to trif 
to pdrfuade People, thnt every Body will 
be damned who cannot believe it, and be 
a Roman Catholick. Thefe Priefts alfp 
^will let none but themfelves tafte of the 
Cup, and give to ail others only the firft 

Part 
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Part of the Sacrament, and not Bread, 
but a Wafer, though our Saviour ex- 
prefsly bids us all eat Bread and drink 
Wine, in Remembrance of him, and not 
the Clergy only, for he fays. Drink ye 
all of this. 

May the merciful God who has f^ved 
us Proteftants from fuch great Miftake^, 
open the Minds of thofe poor deluded 
People, and may they fee and repent of 
their idolatrous aad fuperftitious Ways ! 

Soon after Supper, thofe to whom Judas 
had betrayed his Matter, came, and feized 
upon him and carritid him away. 

As to the Manner of his Examination 
before Pilate, his Crucifixion, his Refur- 
re6^ion, his Appearance to his Difciples 
after his burial, and his Afcenfion into 
Heaven. It is fo finely related by the 
infpired Writers in that Part of the Holy 
Bible, called the New Teftament, that 
the bed Thing we can do is to read it 
over frequently and with Attention. 

Whea 
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When we do that, .we mufl! mfleS: how 
odious all Sin is in the Sight of God, 
fince the Difobedience of Adam^ required 
all that Suffering in the innocent Jefus to 
atone for it, and to reconcile Adam and 
his Children to God. 

Surely it will be a Warning to us to Sin 
no more, left fome greater Vengeance fall ' 

upon us. i 



^■■v. 



^ What Reafon do the Priefts give for 
that extraordinary Dodrine of Tranfub- 
ftantiation J or the Notion of the Bread 
and Wine being changed at the Sacra- 
ment, into the Body and Blood oiChriftf 

A. The only Reafon they can give, is 

the Words of our Saviour, ^hh is my 

Body, and this is my Blood. But he faid 

at another Time, lam a Dogr. And yet, 

it is very plain, he did not mean to fay, 

that he was really a Door; but like a 

Door, becaufe, by him. People enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven. Another 

Time pur Saviour faid, / am the Vine^ ; 

and ye are the Branches, He that abideth 

//r ffie, and I in hinii the Jaine bringetk 

foTt\v 
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forth much Fruit. Every Body muft al- 
low that this can only mean, that he 1% 
like a Vine Tree, and we are like the 
Branches of it. Becaufe, Vines bear 
good Fruit, and all who belong to him 
like Branches of a Tree to the Root of 
it, will produce many good Works, in 
confequence of the Do6lrine they receive 
from him, and of the aflifting Spirit 
which he gives them. In the fame Man- 
ner our Saviour alfo faid : This is my 
Body and this is my Blood, eat this in re- 
membrance of me, drink this in remein- 
brance of me. And, indeedj common 
Senfe is fufficient to fhow us, that he only 
meant to compare the Bread to his Body, 
ani the Wine to his Blood. And, as in 
Baptifm, Water, which waflies our Bo- 
dies, is compared to the Holy Spirit, 
which purifies our Hearts, .fb the Nou- 
rifliment, which Bread and "Wine affords 
our Bodies, may juftly be compared to the 
fubftantial Benefit our Souls i*eceive by 
the piercing of his Body on- the Crofs^ 
and the Ihedding of his Blood. ' 
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CHAP. XXVU 
Of the Apoftles. 

r 

AFTER the Books of the four Evan* 
gelifls, St. Matthew, St, Mark, St. 
Luke, and St. John, we find a Book 
called, 'The ASls rf theApofiles, in which 
there is an Account of what became of 
them after their Lord had left them. As 
for poor wicked Judas, his guilty Confci- 
ence drove him to fuch Defpair, that he 
hanged himfelf. 'Tis thus, that one Sin 
generally leads to another. If he had 
humbled himfelf, and implored Forgive- 
nefs of his Matter, perhaps infinite GocJd- 
nefs might have taken Pity on him ; but 
$elf-Murder only added to the Crime he 
had before committed, for we have no 
Right to take away the Life that God has 
given. It is the higheft Otfence and a 
Sin of the moft dangerous Kind -, becaufe, 
' we .may repent of orher Sins, after hiv- 
ing been g ullcy of them ; but, after 
Death, tVeic is no Repentance; for then 
our Doc/.ii K- f;\ed. 'i her • nrc therefore 
very vcvj People, if any, who are not 

mad» 
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mad, that attempt to commit fuch a 
Crime. The other A{x)ftles, or Difciplcs 
of Ghrifti did ia Obedience to God*s 
Commands^ go about preachihg the Gof- 
pel, and baptil^ing in the Name of the 
Father^ of the Son-, and of the Holy 
Ghoft. We read, that they very foon^ 
according to the Promife of Jcfus^ were 
infprred by that Holy Ghoft, with rtie 
Knowledge of all Languages, with the 
Power of working Miractes, with hea* 
venly Wifdom and divine Affiftance, to 
Ibpport them in all their Troubles, and 
in the Hour of Deaths 

m 

They almoft all died Martyirs to th* 
Faith, that is, were put to cruel Deaths,^ 
by barbarous Men, becauie they would 
periift in fpeaking the Truths but great 
was their Reward in Heaven. We alfo 
find, by that Book, zxA by the Epiftles^ 
that is. Letters of St% Peter ^ that he was 
not greater than the reft of the Apoftles, 
neither is it mentioned in the Bible that 
he ever was Biftiop of Rome i And yet the 
Roman Catholicks pretend that he was 
not only Bifhop of fLortte^ but Head of the 
whole Church of ^Ghriji ; and that all 

F BiOiops 
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Eiiliops or Popes of Rome who hsiVe bfecR 
lince that Time^ beiag bis Succeflbrs» 
Of, as in hU Place, muQ; be bbeyed tn all> 
Matters of ReligioQ : And iot this Obe- 
dience, the RomaQ CathoUcks pay to the 
Pope or Eifhop of Rome, they are ofisA 
called Papifts. 

But if there was any Trutb in wHa-tlihey 
fuppofe about St. Peter, and aboirt ti^ 
Pope bclxig lii« Sqccefibir^ -Goed wcNold 
certainly have revealed it W vs in liis di«> 
vine Book, which he hiti&lf tells us, 
contains all that is necei&fy tobe kncrwn;. 
and God alfo fays, ** If any Alan add to 
** thefe my Sayings, lef him ie -atmrpd*'' 

God forbid tliat we (hOuld tdknew^ 
ledge any Head of the Church but Ghrift. 
We are Chrlftians, and the Church the 
Cathollck Church, that is, the wHoie 
Body of Ckriftians, fcattered all^ovor thb 
World, muft believe in Ckrifi, and dc^ 
pend upon him, and upon no oCher. 
•* I, fays he, am the true Shepherd, and 
'' will take Care of my Flock." 



St 
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St. Paul had not been a Difciple of 
Chrijl^ but had been a Jew, and perftj- 
cuted tlie Church of Jerujalem^ that is, 
the AiTembly of Chriftians there* God^ 
however, was pleafed to convert him at 
Lift from l^isSins, and he became a good 
Chriftian, and a zealous Apoftle. St. 
JPrffr, and the other Difciplej, feemed 
to confine themfelves chiefly to the Con- 
verfion of thft^ewr; but St. Pa«/ Msrorked 
upon a larger Plan, for he addreffed him- 
felf to the Heathens alfo,- and- con verted 
an infinite Number of them. He was as^- 
much refpf<fted as St. Pettr, and' even' 
went twice to Rome and preached the 
Gofpel there as well as he. St. Pekr and 
St^ Paul were great Friends, and n^tfhef 
ef them pretended to be more than FelFow 
Labourers in^ the Wbr^k to which thejr 
wer© ap^oimedw St/ Paul^ aftet he had 
beenr at Rome, wrote a long Letter to the 
Romans, and by the Infpiration of the 
Holy Spirit, tells them in it what they 
are to believe and tock>. Surely he would 
net have dorte this if St Peter was there 
as fupreitte Bishop : Nor would the Holy 
Spirit have infjpired him to write fo long 
a Letter to Romt^ if the Head of the 
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Church was afterwards to be eftablilhed 
there ; for ir muft be allowed that God 
always knows what is to comej and never 
doQs any Thing in vain. 

St. Teter himfelf alfo wrote two Epif- 
(les, one of which is dated from Babylon^ 
^ long Way from Romany and neither of 
l^he Epiftles are diredied to the Church of 
Rome, but to all Strangers, new Chrif- 
tians, fcattered about Pontes ^ Galatia^ 
Cappadocia, jifta^ and Bythma-, that is, 
to all the converted Jews in thofe Places, 
fpr they were Strangers there. 

St. John alfo wrote three EpIfUes, one 
to the univeifal Church, that is, the ge- 
neral Society of ChriAians all over the 
World, and Is fo far from recommending 
Obedience to the BIfhop or Pope o£ Romt^ 
that he does not once mention him, but 
earneftly intreats all Chrifiians to truft in 
God only, and obey his Laws, according 
to the Underfianding he has given us: 
For, fays he, fVf know that th^ Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an Under-* 
Jlanding that we may know him that is 
irue, and we are in him that is true, even 

in 
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in his Son Jefus Chrift. This is the true 
Gcd and eternal Life. And this is ex- 
aftly the Belief of u4 Protectants. The 
pnly Reafon the Papifts can give for their 
Notion about St, Peter, is drawn from a 
Difcourfe our Saviour held with him one 
Day. In this Difcourfe he praifed him 
for having fo much Faith as to believe 
him to be the Son of God. Jefus called 
him Peter, that is, a Stone, and faid, 
upon this Stone I will build my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell ihall not prevail 
againft it. Jefus alfo told Peter he would 
give him the Keys of Heaven, and that 
thofe he bound on earth ihould be bound 
in Heaven, and thpfe he loofed on Earth 
fliould be loofed in Heaven. It is im*^ 
poiiible for us to know what is the direft 
Meaning of thefe Words. There are 
many Ways of interpreting them; but 
we may be very fure they could not mean 
that St. Peter ihould be Pope of Rome^ 
and that all Chriftians ihould obey him; 
for, if it had been fo, he would have ex- 
peded that Obedience, and all Chriilians 
would have paid it him ; but we fee in 
the Bible that none did, and that be did 
not require it; oeither did any of the , 

" • other 
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dther Apoftles give Way to hioa, as we 
have already obferved* It appears alfo 
very plainly from the EpiAles of St. 
Johrif that St. yohn was certainly no Pa- 
pilft, and if it is neceflary for Salvation 
to be one, furely our Saviour would have 
let him at leaft into that Secret^ for he 
was his favourite Difciple^ 

We have, befides thefe, fcveral other 
Epiftles, wrote by different Apoftles,. 
who make no mention of R^me or Po- 
pery; bufe they warn. us in general, that 
many falfe Prophets m]SlKdxi&^ teaching, 
Ibr Dbdrines ther Commandments, of 
Men. They flrwSly charge us: to beware 
ef them, and not to believe evea aa An* 
gel^from Heaven, if he £hould teach us 
sny Thing whicti is not in the Sccip* 
turies. 

The laft Book in the New Teflament,. 
is the Revelations of St^yohn^ which is 
it> very myilerious and fublime, that it is 
mtirely la^eyond any human Capacity to 
C4dmprehend ; and very probably it wa^. 
w^rote on purpofe to confound our Vanity^ 
and to fhow us, that there ar-e many of 

the. 
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the Defigns and Works of our Creator, 
which, though we examine and ftudy 
incefTantly, we fhall never be able to 
explain; and the more we aim at ex- 
iplaining what is above the reach of our 
Capacities, fo much the more fhali we 
be liable to fall into dangerous Mlf- 
takes. There may be though, perhaps, 
fome fuperior Genius's, who with the 
help of deep Study, and carefully com- 
paring of Paffages in different Authors, 
have been able to form fome juft Conjec- 
tures with Regard to Futurity, but com- 
mon Capacities may, by making the 
fame Attempt, fall into fatal Errors. Let 
therefore fuch as we^be fatisfied to wait 
till the Accomplilhment explains the 
Predlftions ; and in the mean Time con- 
tent ourfelves, like St. Paul, with know- 
ing nothing but Chrifi crucified, and let 
us aim at pothing but imitating his vir- 
tuous and amiable Life. 



Now teach the Creed, and the Te Deum 
Laudamus. 
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